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Calendar of Events                                                        

Cloud Forest Birding Tours  

based at   

Reserva Las Gralarias 

 Dates:  

* 16-24 February 2013  

Contact  

jalyons593@gmail. com  

for details. 

Se¶orTimõs Tales 

by Tim Krynak, President  

     I always seem to be searching for projects to increase the understanding of 

the natural world.  Mike Farmer from Texas recently introduced me to bird 

night flight call recording and now I am hooked.   Nearly every morning I grab 

a cup of coffee and check the night flight audio file.   This small white bucket 

with a microphone attached to my chimney records all night long.  With a 

couple of programs snipping out the possible flight calls into single short files 

and with some sorting you now have a snapshot of migration.  The first call I 

recorded this August was a Bay-breasted Warbler on itôs the long journey 

south.  (This is cool!) The goal of Oldbird, the company that produces the 

recording device, is to unravel some of the mysteries of these nocturnal 

migrants so that conservation can focus on migratory routes.   

     How does the 

night flight recorder 

relate to Ecuador, 

Las Gralarias 

Foundation and 

Reserva Las 

Gralarias (RLG)?  

October 7th there was 

a huge nocturnal 

flight over my house.  

I counted 190 calls and while most were sparrows, the thrushes (Swainsonôs 

and Gray-cheeked) had a good representation with a few warblers mixed in.  

All night under the protection of darkness they moved south over pristine 

parks and preserves, cities and suburbs including over my home.  This 

snapshot of these amazing migrants heading to South and Central America rely 

on forest cover in two continents for their survival.  Several species of warblers 

and thrushes eventually arrive at RLG to spend several months in the tropical 

forest.  The total scope of migration is very hard to comprehend and is awe-

inspiring!  

     In this issue of The Hum you will read about other fantastic new projects 

and individuals working at RLG.  Scientists, students, volunteers and reserve 

workers observe something unique almost daily and are continuously adding to 

the encyclopedia of natural history knowledge.  Continued on Page 2  
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 Continued from Senor Timõs Tales page 1 
Our continuing conservation efforts of land purchasing, forest and stream restoration from cattle and human 

impact is vital for the critically endangered animals and plants found nowhere else on earth.  Our ñreachò to 

new potential supporters continues to grow with efforts via facebook, personal interviews, programming, 

websites, visiting clients and this newsletter; all with the ultimate goal of protecting the beautiful and majestic 

forest and watersheds of this small region of the world.  

     Donations continue to come in slow but steady for our Five Frog Creek Headwater project and we are 

hoping they increase with the recent media attention weôve received and year end donations.  This lofty 

$150,000 goal is to purchase a 250 acre parcel containing the headwaters of the Santa Rosa River we call Five 

Frogs Creek.   Five Frog Creek is very critical for several endangered amphibians found nowhere else in the 

world, and they are living alongside the neotropical visitors that may pass over my (and your) house at night.   

     From all of us at Las Gralarias Foundation and Reserva Las Gralarias, thank you all for your continued 

support! 

      Lepidoblepharis conolepis commonly known as Hojarito pinchudo, is a small 59ð90mm inconspicuous 

terrestrial gecko found within the elevations of 1600ï2200 m on the pacific slopes of the Andes.  It is endemic 

to northwestern Ecuador, and is known from 8 localities within the provinces of Cotopaxi, Pichincha and 

Santo Domingo.  In the parish of Mindo, the gecko has been 

seen at Reserva Las Gralarias. The species was only 

recently described (Avila-Perez, 2012) and named after its 

conical shaped scales.  Common, but seldom seen, 

Lepidoblepharis conolepis is a diurnal, cryptic and 

terrestrial denizen of the leaf-litter within primary and 

secondary evergreen montane forests (including 

cloudforest).  It appears to be fond of (but not restricted to) 

cool and moist microhabitats, such as near streams or under 

rotten logs.  As it turns out, this gecko does not tolerate heat well (and thus open areas), and will quickly 

become thermally stressed if left under direct sun exposure, or even if handled for longer than just a few 

seconds.  It indeed is very delicate and therefore loses its tail easily as a self-defense mechanism. Nothing is 

known about its reproductive habits, though other Lepidoblepharis lay a single egg at a time.  This gecko is 

preyed upon by Liophis albiventris, an olive colored snake also found at RLG (Krynack, 2012).  

Lepidoblepharis conolepis is considered to be an endangered species and is listed in this category because of 

its limited extent of occurrence, its dependence on forested environments, its susceptibility to raising 

environmental temperatures and its limited capacity for dispersal.  Therefore, 

habitat destruction and prolonged periods of drought may be negatively be 

affecting populations of this delicate lizard. 

Captions & photo credits:   

Top photo: Adult male Lepidoblepahris conolepis from Mindo by Tim Krynak  

Map shows (in red) the potential distribution of Lepidoblepharis conolepis in 

Ecuador by Belen Baus, 2012 © Tropical Herping  

Note: This article was originally published: Arteaga AF (2012) Lepidoblepharis 
conolepis. In The Amphibians and Reptiles of Mindo. Version 2012.a. , eds 

Arteaga AF, Bustamante -Enríquez LM and Guayasamin JM. Available at: 

www.tropicalherping.com/articles/inventories/mindo/main.html  

Volume 7  Issue 3 The Hum... 

Species Profile: Lepidoblepharis conolepis  

by A.F. Artega of Tropical Herping (edited by Katherine Krynak)  

http://tropicalherping.com/articles/inventories/mindo/liophis-albiventris.html
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       Our busy summer has continued 

unabated.  We built our SOS-funded small 

nursery to expand efforts at propagating 

native plant species critical for our rare 

species of birds and frogs as well as for 

general reforestation. We welcomed 

Peruvian botanist Wilson Ram²rez, a 

graduate student at the Universidad 

Tecnol·gica Iberoam®rica, who is helping us 

identify key plant species for our mapping 

project and also for a printed guide to our 

plants. Tim Kell and Vicki Liu collected hundreds of seeds, seedlings and flowering plants for the project. 

     We enjoyed hosting 

numerous visitors to the 

reserve, including Steve 

Waldron and Darcy Barry 

(see article and photo on 

page 7) who subsequently 

set up our Facebook page 

which then led to a 

variety of publicity both 

over the internet and in 

the print media, including 

a beautiful full page 

spread in one of 

EcuadorËs national 

newspapers!  See: 

http://news.mongabay.com/2012/0828-hance-interviews-jane-lyons.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/09/120910_ecuador_reserva_jane_am.shtml 

http://www.eluniverso.com/2012/09/23/1/1430/reserva-mindo-alberga-especies-nuevas-amenazadas.html 

     Volunteer Max Levy from the UK spent his twentieth birthday and 

two months documenting bird activity at the reserve.  His many records 

of the tiny and adorable but very scarce and difficult to find Ochre-

breasted Antpitta were important additions to our bird records as were 

many others of his observations. 

      We also finalized some of our fauna inventories, including our first 

official RLG Checklists of Dragonflies and Damselflies, Lizards, and 

Mammals. Check them out at:  

http://www.reservalasgralarias.com/Publications   Continued on Page 4  

Captions & photo credits:   

Top 4 photos: Jane Lyons  

Bird photo: Ochre - breasted Antpitta by Max Levy  

 

Wisps from the Cloud Forest   

by Jane A. Lyons, Vice President  

http://news.mongabay.com/2012/0828-hance-interviews-jane-lyons.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/09/120910_ecuador_reserva_jane_am.shtml
http://www.eluniverso.com/2012/09/23/1/1430/reserva-mindo-alberga-especies-nuevas-amenazadas.html
http://www.reservalasgralarias.com/Publications
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Continued from Wisps from the Cloud Forest page 3  
 In addition we continued work on 

several lengthy frog, bird and butterfly 

research projects. We caught some nice 

photos on our trail camera in August, 

including our best photo yet of a Littled 

Spotted Cat (Oncilla or Tigrillo) and our 

second photo of an Andean Coati (the 

first was at our fruit feeders). 

     We were amazed to observe up to 21 

species of hummingbirds (!!!) at our 

feeders including, two new species not 

recorded before on the reserve: Buff-fronted Starfrontlet and Tyrian Metaltail, both species normally found at 

higher elevations!! And on 29 September we welcomed back our first-

of-season Blackburnian Warbler, one of our favorite northern migrants. 

We will enjoy offering Las Gralarias as their safe haven and 

overwintering home until next April when they head back to North 

America for their breeding season. 

     I would like to start this update with a big óThank You!ô to those have donated 

to Las Gralarias Foundationôs (LGF) land acquisition since we began raising funds 

for the Five Frog Creek Headwaters Project!  Since the last newsletter we have 

raised $1,000 towards our goal of $150,000.   

     For those of you new to LGF, in accordance with our mission, we are raising 

funds to purchase land currently available which would help to protect Five Frog 

Creek and the surrounding Choco old-growth forest!  As stated in the recent IUCN 

article: Mixed News on the Rediscovery of Rare Frog Species in Ecuador (click on 

link below to see the full article), critically endangered amphibians found nowhere 

else in the world are dependent on the health of this headwater creek system.   

     This available upland habitat is crucial for the protection of this stream 

ecosystem.  The 250 acres available will cost $150,000 and we are working very 

hard to secure the funds for this purchase through grant opportunities and the use 

of our restricted funds for land purchase; but we are still in great need of donations.   

     Please consider helping LGF acquire this land by participating in our donation drive called the ñFive Frog 

Creek Headwaters Projectò. Please visit http://www.lasgralariasfoundation.org/extras/5FrogCreekPPT.pdf 

for a slide show with additional information regarding this project and how YOU can help! 

Remember 100% of your donations are directed to the conservation action you choose!  Please see page 9for 

information on how to Join the LGF flock!  

Captions & photo credits:   

Top two: Oncilla and Andean Coati via trail camera  

Right: Blacburnian Warbler by Tim Krynak  

Foundation Update  

By Katherine Krynak, Secretary  

http://www.lasgralariasfoundation.org/extras/5FrogCreekPPT.pdf

