WWW.LASGRALARIASFOUNDATION.ORG

August 6, 2007

The Hum…

Volume 2, Issue 3

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Newsletter
Foundation Update : Let’s Celebrate!

Inside this
Issue

by Tim and Katherine Krynak
Let the celebrations begin! species whom will now and

Foundation Update

1

Journal of a frog
hunter

1

IGO Ecuador 2007

2

Wisps from the Cloud
Forest

3

Foundation Wishes

10

Volunteer

10

We have
incredible
news to
announce!
This past
month we
placed a bid
on the Santa Rosa River Valley
property and it was accepted! The
contract has been signed and the
papers are being drawn as I write
this article. This land encompasses
the watershed of the entire Santa
Rosa River complex. It is home to
many endangered and threatened

forever have their home protected
from deforestation. Our next
intention is to raise money to one
day erect a research station so that
researchers from all over the
world will have a place to set up
camp and we can learn of the
wonders held within this forest.
Most of this area is currently (and
Santa Rosa River Valley
forever will be) intact primary
forest. Areas which have been disturbed due to agriculture will be
reforested as the land of Reserva Las Gralarias has been. It is amazing
how quickly nature reclaims what is hers. So now is a time for
celebrations. RLG has now grown to over 1062 acres.
Congratulations to us all!
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Charley Hesse, a bird guide who
is currently working for Jane.
Charley seems to enjoy
everything on the reserve, not just
the birds. I believe that he will
find our amphibian survey to be a
whole new world on fun.

Calendar of Events
• July 28-August 2, 2007 CMZ amphibian
survey
• August 30, 2007 Cleveland Chapter
AAZK art show. Proceeds from armadillo
art to go to LGF Inc.
• September 6, 2007 IGO reunion party
• September 20, 2007 CZS Tails and
Cocktails; LGF display
• October 17, 2007 Director’s dinner series,
Cleveland Zoological Society, LGF
Display
• November 8, 2007 WCAS “Ecuador”
Presented by Dave Lewis and Laurie
Boylen

by Katherine Krynak

E. nyctophylax

The night started out a little slow,
but the few Lesser Pilalo Robber
Frogs (Eleutherodactylus actities)
seen hanging on to the grasses
kept my anticipation peaked.
When we reached the forest edge
on Canyons Trail, we found a
tiny little juvenile frog. His heals
had distinctive tubercles and his
eyes a deep reddish bronze color.
Later we determined that indeed
this was a new species to be
recorded on RLG.

28-July-07
Tonight we began our survey
of the amphibians of RLG. It
is supposed to be the dry
season, but the constant cold
drizzle makes me doubt that
there is such a season here in
the cloud forest. I decided to
start the team out working the
upper Mindo trails. “Team
Krynak” (Tim, Ed, and
myself) was joined by
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Eluetherodatylus nyctophylax is
considered a vulnerable species
by the IUCN redlist. Another
vulnerable species called E.
appendiculatus, commonly
referred to as the Large Snouted
Cutin Frog was also found in
great abundance on this our first
night of surveying.

Lesser Pilalo Robber Frog
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Cleveland Metroparks Heads South
by Tim Krynak
Cleveland Metroparks Institute of the Great Outdoors organized a bird watching Escape
to Nature to the cloud forests of Ecuador from June 29 – July 8, 2007. This ten day trip
lead by Tim Krynak. Tim was joined by eight bird enthusiasts. For some of the
participants this was their first trip to the tropics and most their first trip to Ecuador.
After arriving on time and with everyone’s baggage making it to Ecuador we were
picked up by our driver Jorge and Mindo Birds employee Mynor and we headed to our
hotel to meet our bird guide Charley and for a good night sleep.

Cleveland Metroparks IGO group on the Equator

The next morning we headed to Yanachocha a Jocotoco reserve at about 10,500 feet.
This reserve has spectacular views and some very special birds. After spending the
morning at this reserve, we headed to RLG where we would spend the next six nights.
One of the goals that I had for the group was to show them some conservation efforts of
several small organizations in this region of Ecuador. By visiting these locations we are
supporting them and ensuring that they be preserved as important conservation areas.
Over the week we would visit the following reserves: Yanachocha, Reserva Las
Gralarias, Milpe, Salanche, Paz Sanctuary and Mindo Loma.
Waking up at RLG with clear skies is always a treat as the views of distant volcanoes
are spectacular. From RLG we would bird up and down slope searching for endemic
birds along the way. In the next six days our group would be very lucky as we spotted
some wonderful and rare species with perfect weather as a bonus!

The amazing Sword-billed
Hummingbird

One special treat for the participants was the morning we spent at the Paz Sanctuary
where Angel, a farmer, calls in some of the rarest and most sought after species in
Ecuador. This quiet gentleman is now famous throughout the world for he has found a
way to make a living showing guests the birds that he calls by name with the help of his
brother. The birds were wonderful and it was a cultural treat for all the participants.
After a wonderful cookout at RLG the group headed to Otavalo an Indian market
known worldwide for their hand crafts. We shopped throughout morning for souvenirs
as reminders of our time in Ecuador. This market is a colorful place not only for the
eyes, but the sounds and smells that also fill the air.
During this visit to Ecuador the group tallied up an amazing 257 bird species seen or
heard! However, more importantly they were able to experience the great biodiversity
and culture that makes this region of the world so special. I hope that this experience
will be shared with whom ever will listen about the importance of conservation in this
region.

Rufous Motmot

This trip I believe was a great success and we are already planning on offering another
in 2009. Thanks to all those in Ecuador who made this trip a success and to the
participants that joined me to a location that I find very dear to my heart.

Maria at Paz Santuary
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest
by Jane A. Lyons
In June we welcomed Charles Hesse to the Reserve. Charley is from the UK and has worked, studied
and traveled in Asia, Africa and throughout tropical America. During his first week at Las Gralarias
Charley photographed a spectacular and very rare bird species, a juvenile Black-and-chestnut Eagle
flying overhead near the hummingbird feeders, and he also found a caecilian!
In late June we welcomed the 9 participants of the birding tour of Cleveland’s Institute of the Great
Outdoors. Charley, along with Tim Krynak, led the group birding on the Reserve and in the wider
Mindo area. The tour was quite successful, tallying some 258 bird species seen and heard.
Black and Chestnut Eagle
We have also added another 6 species to the Reserve bird list, including 2 endemics: Gray-rumped
Swift, Rufous Motmot, Rufous Spinetail, Black Solitaire, Black Flower-piercer, and White-winged
Brush-Finch. Mountain Coati and White-tailed Deer have been seen recently, as well as two Kinkajou. A Red Brocket Deer was photographed
with our new night camera, and Tim found and photographed a Robinson’s Mouse Opossum, another new mammal for the Reserve.
We have also been busy trying to extend Canyons Trail, although the terrain has made it very
difficult. In one outing Charley found good numbers of the rare endemic Beautiful Jay as well as
impressive flocks of numerous other bird species. Charley also found a Fawn-breasted Brilliant
nest and has documented the progress of the nestlings. The Crested Quetzals seem to be breeding
in the same area as they did last summer.
With continued rain our trees and plants are
growing well. Some of our orchids are still
blooming, although the majority of them are well
past the peak blooming season.
Orchids of RLG

The most exciting news of course is our July
purchase of an additional 200 hectares of land!
This has been made possible due to the wonderful
generosity of many donors and to a large donation
from an anonymous donor (which put us over the
top), not to mention the hard work of numerous
supporters and Board members!!! This gives the
Reserve over 1000 acres of beautiful cloud forest
habitat which serves to protect innumerable species Jane, Ed, Tim, and Kathy stand in front of
of plants and animals, some of which have not yet the Santa Rosa River Valley, RLG new
property.
been described to science. We hope to continue
purchasing the remaining intervening sites and to
build a research station which will support research
activities in the wider Mindo-Chocó zone. I have recently been invited and have joined the review
committee of a national Ecuador scholarship program to fund college-level research on
The “look out point” at the new property endangered species. Hopefully we will soon be able to encourage such research at Reserva Las
Gralarias.
Since this article was written, “Oncilla” or “little spotted cats” were photographed with
the new infrared cameras on RLG as well as an agouti! The Oncilla (Leopardus tigrinus)

has never been studied according to the IUCN redlist. Wouldn’t it be great if RLG and
LGF Inc. could facilitate studies to learn more about this elusive creature. The
Oncilla is currently listed as Near Threatened however if current deforestation and
harvesting trends continue as they are now, this species will be considered vulnerable
to extinction. (www.www.iucnredlist.org)

Oncilla
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Journal of a Frog Hunter : continued by Katherine Krynak
July 28, 2007
When we reached the end of Canyons trail, Tim decided that we should climb down into the stream and take a look. We had been hearing
the call of what we believed to be a different type of glass frog than we had found before. The frog was calling
over the stream, but for three years now, this species has eluded us, but not this day. I hiked down the stream
towards the direction of the call and there he was about 2 meters above the stream sitting on a broad leaf singing
his little heart out. This was the highlight of the evening. At night, this frog’s eyes were solid black for they
needed to allow in all of the light from the moon for this nocturnal creature to find his way. In the morning, his
eyes revealed the light goldish tint of his sclera. His fingers are long with large toe pads and his skin translucent
green with an opaque white patch covering his heart, but his belly was completely translucent showing us the
dinner he was still digesting. We collected the tiny delicate frog to take back to Jane’s for more photographs in
New glass frog spp. for the morning. He was a fast hopper and we didn’t want to risk loosing him in the dense vegetation. He will be
RLG
returned to his happy home in the morning after his photo shoot.
On our hike out of the forest we walked Senor Tim’s trail where Tim and Ed had placed one of our new
infrared cameras. We neared the camera’s location and WOW was that flash bright! Hopefully the camera will show creatures other than
rain soaked gringos in the morning. Puma tracks are a regular occurrence in that area…. I can’t wait to see the pictures!
July 29, 2007
The little glass frog we collected last night had his photo shoot this morning. The images revealed these strange “nodules” on either side of
his neck. Were these to help him expand his vocal sac to amplify his call or are they intended for some other reason. So many questions. I
will be meeting Dr. Luis Coloma at the Catholic University in Quito next Friday. I’m sure that he will be able to answer our questions
about this frog’s strange characteristics, then again, maybe this is another species new to science. We have found three other species on
RLG that are. It will be exciting to start the process of describing these frogs.
While I was busy entering last night’s frog data, Tim, Ed and Charley went to take the little glass frog back
down to the stream at the end of Canyon’s trail and then they headed down to Senor Tim’s trail to collect the
infrared camera card. We were excited to know that there were more images than just wet gringos. We had
captured the photo of a brocket deer. This small skittish deer has been seen
by a few of the visitors to RLG but never had we put our eyes on one. This
was a very exciting moment. Jane then decided that we could use several
more of the cameras to place at different sections of the property. Hopefully
we could then see spectacled bear, mountain coati, bats… maybe a kinkajou!
Our plan for now if to move our cameras around the property every couple
Charley and Tim
days and see what we get. We will have to set up a database of recorded
looking a little scary in creatures in the future. So exciting!
their candid shot
This afternoon we headed down Peccary Trail to the Santa Rosa River. Along
the trip we positioned another infrared camera near a water hole. We will
collect this card and see what cool creatures are inhabiting this side of the
Brocket deer
mountain. On our way to the river, the plan was to stop by the Common Pond
Frog (Dendropsophus carnifex) breeding pool, but to our dismay, it appears that
when the neighbors cows broke into the property and they have royally destroyed
the pond. When we head back down this way on Tuesday night, we’ll have to
sample the water and analyze the quality after this destruction. It was a very nice,
Common Pond Frog clean breeding pool.
At the river we ate our dinner and examined dobsonfly eggs and crane fly larvae. I think Ed is enjoying the
diversity of insects as I am the amphibian life. Upon nightfall, we began our survey following the river trail
The Dink Frog
back up the mountain towards the house. We found a total of 49 frogs including a pair of the endangered
species called the Dink Frog (Eleutherodactylus eugeniae), males of the
common pond frog (Dendropsophus carnifex), juveniles and adults of the
threatened Large Snouted Cutin frog (Eleutherodactylus appendiculatus), many (Eleutherodactylus
parvillus) as well as a couple of one of the unknown Eleutherodactylus spp. of which we have already
collected a specimen for describing purposes. Having Ed with us, we also saw countless amazingly beautiful
and cryptic katydids and walking sticks. One of those walking sticks even “pooffed” a smelly cloud of stink
from the back of its head… I guess that this is some kind of defense, and it did truly irritate the nose. At the
top of the River Trail, we were noticing lots of this yellowish seedy “poop” and Tim looked up and
Large-snouted Cutin Frog discovered a kinkajou mother and baby! Maybe we’ll get them on our hidden camera. The apple cores that
we placed in front of the camera should help with that.
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This morning the sun was out! What an amazing sight here in the clouds! After breakfast we headed out to
see the new property (called the Santa Rosa River Valley). What a way to start the day, blue skies and
seeing pristine forest that Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. has helped to protect. The view was breathtaking.
Jane has already decided on an “overlook” spot where there has to be a picnic table so that researchers can
enjoy the view. There is also a house on the property of which we plan on cleaning up and using as a
research station until we can raise the funds to have another built. Until then, this house will be great for
that purpose. I actually wouldn’t mind living there, as is. After visiting the new property, Jane took us to
another parcel on which she is already building a storage facility and connecting the RLG property by
continuing the Canyon’s Trail. Charlie took us to where they were starting to
connect the trails, he called this point “Charley’s Death March”, for he got a
bit turned around here in the dense forest and the terrain was rather rugged to
say the least.

After siesta, we headed down to the lower trails from which we would begin
our journey back up the mountain searching for the ranitas (little frogs). On
Protected Primary Forest
the way down to the lower trails we stopped and moved the infrared
camera down Puma Trail a bit in hopes to collect some exciting
New RLG field station images. There have been many strange and unidentified calls on
and near this trail from creatures we hope to capture on film.
Charley also heard the sound of what he thought might be the Mustached
Antpitta, a rare and elusive ground dwelling species. He tried calling him
in with his prerecorded sounds, but no such luck.

We had dinner down at the lower cabin that night. Beatrice, the RLG chef,
had made us a wonderful packed meal of cucumber sandwiches (YUM!)
and lemon cake, not to mention, chips, cookies, crackers, and fruit
(strangely enough, I tend to GAIN weight when visiting RLG, even when
hiking several miles a day). After dinner, we walked over to where Charley
had found an endangered plant , called “Podandrogyne brevipedunculata ”,
that was flowering. Some of the stalks also where bearing fruit at the time. Jane
hasn’t figured out what pollinates this plant, but we will have to put one of the
Charley calling the
infrared cameras there to see if it is a warm blooded creature that does. Charley
Antpitta
had also shown us some other endangered plant species along the trail on the way
down that night. It is nice to see some of the flora that helps to weave this
ecosystem together being protected.

Ed winning the bet

Upon nightfall, we began our amphibian hike. The forest was very quiet this
evening. Not many frogs calling. That was probably due to the fact that it wasn’t
raining as usual. It was nice to hike in dry clothes, but I would happily give them up
for a sighting of the unknown Eleutherodactylus frog we call “The Punk Rocker”.
We named this little guy this because of his many spiky tubercles covering his body.
We hope to collect a specimen for Dr. Luis Coloma to help us describe.

What a team!

Critically endangered
plant on RLG

The forest was so quite this night that you could hear the sounds of the trucks on the highway, unfortunately
pretty close by. It is one thing to hear the sounds of airplanes overhead while standing in the forest, but it is
much more depressing to hear the trucks. So to distract myself from this depression, I bet Ed $10 that he
wouldn’t lick one of the giant slugs (underside of course). Apparently this was something that Ed had
already been contemplating, so now I owe Ed $10. And for those of you wondering, no, he didn’t have any
odd sensations following the dare, no paralysis or hallucinations. Ed is very selective about the creatures
he will lick. On the previous night, I tried to get him to lick the spittle which a little butterfly was
Ed’s molested giant slug
exuding as Tim held her between his fingers. That, Ed decided against, though he did say if the offer was
increased, he might think about it. Substances exuded as defense are probably not something one should
sample.

We hiked Lucy’s Creek Trail and had the opportunity to explore the streams

E. w-nigrum

along the way. Tim and Charley would head up stream and Ed and I headed
downstream. Tim found a new species for the reserve, Eleutherodactylus wnigrum. We had thought that we had this little frog before, but hadn’t kept
Unknown #1
our hands on the slippery little bugger long enough to get a good photo for
keying him out. So now we are up to 17 known species and 3 unknown
species for the reserve. On our way back up what seems like a never ending trail (Brothers Trail) we also
found the threatened Large-Snouted Cutin Frogs, the endangered Dink Frog, the Pinchincha Robber
Frogs, and several of our unknown Eleutherodactlyus #1. This unknown frog has the most beautiful dark
bronze eyes, orange washed sides and tiny bumps all over its body.
5

The Hum...

Volume 2, Issue 3

Journal of a Frog Hunter : continued by Katherine Krynak
July 31, 2007

Another beautiful (and dry) morning. It was so dry that we contemplated not
bringing our ponchos with us on our trip to the school at the bottom of the
mountain. We decided that ponchos are always a good idea here. So at 0845 we
headed down to Escuela Rio Tumbez with our presents and binoculars for the kids
to use on our nature hike. The school children range in age from 4-13 and there are
Kati closely examines a
about 30 children attending. This primary schooling is required but the children
butterfly
can go on to the next grades at another school in a nearby town. When we neared
the school (5km away from RLG) the children came poring out of the
class screaming “Senor Tim!”. They are always happy to see him. On
this trip we brought butterfly nets in addition to the donated binoculars.
The children run to greet
Children love looking at the birds and identifying them with Tim. On this
Senor Tim!
visit they also were able to collect insects in the nets and Tim would help
them look through their binoculars backwards at the insects to get a magnified view.
We learned that the children call the walking sticks “cabellos de palo” which translates
to “stick horse”. At the end of the nature hike we gave the class some items donated
by one of the IGO participants in mid -July. Ed and his friend, also donated
measuring cups, pipettes, and plastic tweezers for the kids to practice "science” with.
Angel bird watches while the
Anne Wilkins, a volunteer at Rocky River Nature Center, had donated hundreds of
younger children catch
beads and string for the class to make necklaces and bracelets. The children are very
insects
creative and create very nice jewelry, especially Jessica whom I asked to teach the rest
of the class how to make these items. Jessica is one of four girls whose mother Hilda
works at RLG. All of Hilda’s children were practicing their English with us and
Young man shows helping to translate Spanish. They are learning the new language much faster than we
us a “cabello de are!
palo”
After saying our goodbyes, we headed back up the long road to the reserve. Along the
way we pass several cattle farms whose milk is sold to the Nestle Corporation for our beloved chocolate.
These cattle ranches do so much damage to the land and the species within, but as long as there is a demand
for the products which come from the farms, the rapid deforestation will continue. I’ve given up the “carne”
or meat, but dairy, that would be very difficult, especially the chocolate. Lots to
Hilda’s girls
think about on the way back up.

Tonight we traveled the Waterfall Trail for our amphibian survey. We had dinner
down at the river right next to the falls. It is a beautiful place. During our dinner
(which featured banana cake) we were pleasantly surprised by a female Cock-ofthe-Rock. I had never seen the female of this species. We also saw a pair of Whitecapped Dippers hunting for food that we assume they were feeding their young in
the nest Charley found on the ledges of the waterfall’s canyon. We had planned to
explore the river searching for frogs on this night, but because of the recent
Dairy cattle farming
constant rain, the river was much too treacherous for climbing. Slipping and falling Santa Rosa River Waterfall
next to RLG
could mean serious injury and hypothermia if you fall into the river. This trek will
have to wait until a DRY, dry season. The hike back up proved to be confusing with unmarked trails coming
from adjacent property. Tim and Charley seemed to know where we were however. It was another slow night for frog hunting. Again very
quiet and dry, but when the rain started up, the frog songs surrounded us. Hearing these songs reminded me how special these sounds are to
me. In the regions of Panama where I had worked with Project Golden Frog, the forest is now void of all frog songs. The silence there is
excruciating. I haven’t been back since the extinction of the wild golden frogs. Much of the demise of the amphibians in Panama and in
many places globally has been due to a fungus called “Chytrid”. I hope that this never reaches this area. We have made informational
signage to explain this problem to tourists in hopes that protocols are followed to minimize the risk of spreading the deadly moisture loving
fungus. Then again, maybe this fungus has already run its course here. Maybe these species are highly resistant? I’d really like to believe
that. The eleutherodactylus of Panama weren’t resistant, but maybe these frogs here on RLG are. We will need to answer this question
with additional studies here on RLG. There is so much to learn. Even though the night started out a little slow, we did
end up finding several frog species including the Large-snouted Cutin Frog, the Pinchincha Robber frog, and our
unknown Eleutherodactylus spp. #1. We also had fun watching Ed and his insect quest. He found all kinds of cool
beetles bearing club antennae, walking sticks with regenerated legs, and also florescent fungus, which I regret not
seeing. I did however have to opportunity to take a photo of a fungus descriptively called “Dead man's fingers”. It was
very creepy how much it resembles zombie hands reaching out of the grave!

Upon our return to the house, Tim and I wanted to take a closer look at our unknown species and we think that we
Dead man's
fingers

might have a definitive identification on this frog E. pteridophilus, whose name means “Fern-loving”. This species is
supposed to perch primarily on ferns, but that we have not seen here on RLG, but the description and elevation data
seems to fit. We’ll have to collect a specimen to key out tomorrow night.
6
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Another dry morning, though it did rain pretty hard through much of the night. After
heading to bed last night, the rain picked up and the frogs were singing their little
hearts out. I guess maybe we turned in too early. Today I needed to do some catch
up work on the computer, so Tim and Ed set out to see what images were captured on
the infrared camera on River Trail. Unfortunately, only rain soaked gringos again,
despite the efforts Ed, Tim and Charley put into luring creatures in by “watering” the
area near the camera’s target. Luckily, we didn’t get that image!
Ed spent the rest of the morning examining his collection of insects trying to find the
Ed checking the camera
true difference between the extremely morphologically variable katydids and the
crickets. Tim headed down to the hummingbird feeders behind Jane’s house to get
more photos and when he got back he spent time trying to call a squirrel cuckoo into his camera’s range. He did
get some nice shots of the Cuckoo and a Crimson-rumped Tucanet right before the fog rolled across the valley.
Charley went down to where Don Gerarndo had began to clear more trails from the end of Canyon’s Trail. I
think Charlie is curious how Don will be able to make “Charlie’s Death March”
a passable walkway. Charlie said that they have constructed a nice stairway
down into the first of the canyons using fallen tree logs.

Team Krynak

Crimson-rumped toucanet

The rain started up again this afternoon and so we geared up for a very wet night of frog
hunting. Because of the rains, Ed coined new terms while we headed down the mountain
to the lower trails: Jungle Skiing (a bipedal downhill sport), Jungle sledding (a skeleton
like sport) and the Jungle Treadmill (a stationary training sport that usually helps to
prepare for Jungle Sledding). On the slippery trip down Tim checked out a cave Charlie
had mentioned that was next to the cistern on Brothers Trail. Up very high in the tiny
cave were at least four bats. A mother and two babies (one baby on either side of her
and another larger bat to her side). They were a Myotis spp., a tiny insectivore of
which we had found on an early trip to RLG.

We had our dinner down at one of the lower cabins (a pleasantly dry little house) and
we set off at nightfall to find the frogs. As we have every night, we hoped to find the
elusive “Punk Rocker Frog”. We had only found this species on one trip in late
December of 2006, and only 2 specimens were found, but we will be walking
the trail on which the punk rock frog was found tonight and the rain seems to
be making all of the frog species sing with joy. We set off for the first leg of
this night’s journey, Lower Trail to Antpitta Trail. This section of forest
delighted us with it’s variety of frog species; Large Snouted Cutin frogs,
Cachabi Robber Frogs, Lesser Piablo Robber Frogs, Chiriboga Robber Frogs,
and
Pinchincha Robber Frogs. Only the Large Snouted Cutin Frogs were visually
Small lower cabin
abundant in number, but the tree tops were full of the sounds of the endangered
Dink Frogs’ chorus. This small section of forest gave Charley and Ed each 3 more frog “lifers”.

Squirrel Cuckoo

Once we reached the Lower Entrance Trail, Toma Trail, and on up Puma Trail, the diversity weaken
dramatically, but it seemed that you couldn’t walk more than a step without finding a Large Snouted Cutin
Frog. Those little ones were everywhere. Many times we found males and females sitting rather close on the
“The Bat Cave”
same plant and we found LOTS of babies. It seems that they have to reach the size of about 1cm before they
will venture out of the leaf litter where we can find them. This genus of frogs
has an interesting life cycle. The eggs are laid and fertilized and then the little
frogs develop through tadpoles stage and on into little froglets while still in the free “rolling” eggs
scattered under the leaf litter. There in the dark tunnels of leaf litter, they learn to hunt and avoid
predation.
Once we reached the upper sections of Puma Trail, I began to get a bit excited. This is where the Punk
Rocker had been found on our previous trip back in December 2006. This is also where an infrared
camera had been moved to two days prior. The camera didn’t have any new images, but that was ok….
my excitement was still there because the Punk Rocker was out there… somewhere after reaching the top
Ed’s poor man’s umbrella of Puma and then the end of Sister’s Loop and Senor Tim’s Trail, my heart was a bit saddened. I guess
that we will have to find the Punk Rocker on another day. Tim, Ed, and Charley might still
find him on this trip, but I need to be getting ready to head back to the city, to meet Luis
Coloma. We do have another frog species specimen to present to him. We thought that we
had positively identified the fern loving frog Eleutherodactylus pteridophilus, but we collected
another specimen to key out, and the toe pads just don’t fit. Our unknown has expanded and
emarginate pads on his fingers, while the Fern Loving Frog has been described as having
rounded finger pads. This seems trivial to most, but these small differences in characteristics
help to determine the species identification in the Eleutherodactylus genus.

Pinchincha Robber Frog
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Journal of a Frog Hunter : continued by Katherine Krynak
August 2, 2007
Today was a pretty dreary day, so we stayed in to catch up on
paperwork and we also began our LGF Inc. cookbook! Almost
everyone that stays at RLG requests recipes of which they have
had the pleasure of sampling during their visit. Beatrice, Hilda,
Sandra, Laura and Jane are great cooks and despite all of the
hiking done while we visit, I always end up gaining weight! The
food is just that good! We will be creating this cookbook as a
fundraising item for 2008.
Dr. Luis Coloma showing off his
pilot rescue facility

August 3, 2007

Chef Beatrice
After catching up paperwork, I headed back to the city to meet
with Dr. Luis Coloma, one of the most respected amphibian
biologists of our time. Ron Santiago another very well respected amphibian biologist has joined the Coloma Team. I looked forward to this
meeting and sharing the photos and specimens with this team. Upon arrival at the Catholic University, I ran into a bunch of Americans in
front of the biological Sciences building. As it turns out, Mark Warner from Phoenix Zoo, his wife, and friends were going out with Luis
into the field to search for Atelopus. I was incredibly jealous. After Luis got his American team all set for their outing tomorrow he toured
me around his pilot facility in his lab. This facility, supported by St. Louis Zoo is the pilot program to Luis’s future amphibian rescue
center. His 20 million dollar plan for this rescue facility seems outrageous to some, but if one sits down
and thinks about how that 20 million dollars could save 8% of the world’s population of known
amphibians, it really isn’t a high cost at all. It is amazing that all of that
biodiversity is contained within a country the size of Colorado! And that is
just the amphibians! That is why naturalists like E.O.Wilson has called this
small little country one of the world’s hotspots of biodiversity

Atelopus spumarius

Luis and Ron showed me all around the pilot facility which had grown
dramatically since our visit in December. We went into the cricket room
where they had expanded their cricket cultures and were also breeding
mealworms as well as springtails . Their springtail cultures were amazing! I
Colembola or springtail
took several pictures so that I could duplicate the setup back at Cleveland
cultures
Metroparks Zoo. They then showed me the cold room where amphibians from
higher elevations were housed. Most people that I talk with think that since
Ecuador is on the equator, it should be warm. However, up in the Andes, the temperatures can be pretty darn
chilly but the frogs seem to like it, especially when the low temperature comes with the cool mist from the
clouds. People are always shocked of our pictures of us in sweatshirts and long pants.

Luis showed me Gastrotheca spp. whom incubate their young in their backs, he showed me the tiny Atelopus
spumarius of which he was trying to spawn, and he showed me Atelopus spp. that have yet to be described to science. Those Harlequin
frogs were gorgeous. Seeing these specimens made me even more jealous of Mark Warner and company.
After the tour, Luis sat down to look at the photos and specimens that we had collected on Reserva Las
Gralarias. I started off with the glass frog that we had found perched over the stream in Canyon’s trail.
Luis searched through his books and computer files, he had never seen this spp. before! This was
exciting! A new glass frog? Then I showed him the specimens that we had collected of another
species. He took the preserved specimen out of the jar with his forceps, carefully counting tubercles
and looking at the specimens’ eyes. The coppery red eye color and other features seemed to key out to
be Eleutherodactylus vericundus, but when he had his museum specimens brought over for comparison,
nope, it isn’t E. verecundus. Again, this maybe a new species to science! Well, that makes four new
species to science if you count The Punk Rocker. Ron Santiago had not seen the picture of The Punk
Rocker yet, so I shared that with him and he and Luis were very excited. They are now planning a trip
to RLG to see if they can find this frog and the other new species too!
After the meeting I headed back to Hotel Quito and grabbed dinner across the street at the Acapulco.

The “warm room”
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Eluetherodactylus spp.#1

A new glassfrog?

The “Punk Rocker”
August 4, 2007
Today I’m spending the whole day in Quito because my flight doesn’t leave until tomorrow. I took a taxi to the Quito Botanical Gardens
and enjoyed a nice morning reading in the park. Then I took my time walking around Parque Carolina. It was a beautiful day so people
were out in great numbers. This park is like a giant festival. There are rides, cotton candy, pony rides, and “people movers” that I called
the caterpillar busses! After taking in the sights of the park, I visited the Vivarium where they had reptiles and amphibians from Ecuador
and allover the world. The displays where nicely done and I made sure to get a picture of the Rainbow Boa exhibit for Kristy back at the
CMZ. After the Vivarium I went over to the mall to eat at the food court. I was surprised by all of the American fast food chains there:
KFC, Pizza Hut, McDonalds of course. This was not what I had in mind, so I went over to the “Supermaxi” grocery store and found some
food for dinner and even desert. There isn’t anything better than higos con queso (figs and cheese). It was a nice end to a productive frog
hunting expedition!

The Caterpillar bus!

View from Hotel Quito
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At the Vivarium entrance
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Foundation Wish List

∗

Weather Station

∗

Infrared video camera
(cuddeback)

∗

Biology/natural science
children’s books for Los
Exploradores (in Spanish)

∗

Flora/Fauna Field Guides/books ∗
of Ecuador (in Spanish and
∗
English)

∗

Digital Scales

∗

pH meter

∗

Dissolved Oxygen Meter

∗

Insect nets/dip nets (collapsible)

∗

Photos from Reserva Las
Gralarias

∗

Hummingbird feeders

∗

Rechargeable batteries and
charger

∗

Laptop computer
Emergency chair
Fishing Seine

For more information contact
Katherine Krynak at
glassfrog04@hotmail.com

Fundraising/Volunteer Opportunities
∗

We are still looking for potential donors to be added to our electronic
mailing list. Please send contact information to Jo Ann Kubicki at
jak1@clevelandmetroparks.com

∗

Matted Prints of photographs from the reserve are needed for donation
gifts. Email Tim Krynak at tkrynak@aol.com for more information.
Black mats to be used for Tim’s photos are also always appreciated.

∗

Volunteer(s) needed to create, print and coordinate sales of T-shirts for
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. as well as other promotional items. We
need your creativity!

∗

Volunteers needed to present programs within their communities to raise
money for the Foundation and spread the word about our wonderful
conservation initiatives of RLG and LGF.

∗

If you have anyone interested in being on the distribution list to receive
The Hum… please contact Katherine Krynak at
glassfrog04@hotmail.com
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A big thank you to all of you whom have
helped LGF Inc. reach our goal of purchasing
the land of the Santa Rosa River Valley!
We did it!
Thank you to our recent donors and
volunteers!
Robert Beck, Raymond Burns , Cleveland Zoological
Society, Ken Gober, Tim and Kathy Krynak, Ed Krynak,
Jo Ann Kubicki, Robert Hopp, Lauren McAliley, Ann
Wilkins, Rosemary Potokar, Rotary Club of Berea, and
Caldwell Women’s Club.

Donations can be made to :
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
24140 Gessner Rd.
North Olmsted Ohio, 44070
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.
501 (c )(3) organization

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
Board Members
President: Tim Krynak (Ohio)
Vice President: Jane Lyons Ph.D. (Ecuador)
Secretary: Katherine Krynak
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Treasurer: Jo Ann Kubicki (Ohio)
Bob Barth Ph.D. (Texas)
Nancy Charbeneau (Texas)
Noreen Damude (Texas)
Jeffrey Miller Ph.D. (Oregon)
Shamus Terry (Wisconsin )

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
24140 Gessner Rd.
North Olmsted, OH 44070

Postage
Stamp

12

