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Calendar of Events
• 2008 YEAR OF THE FROG a global
amphibian conservation awareness
campaign.
• Jan 24, From Mountain Tops to
Jungle, Saturday Night Special at
North Chagrin Nature Center,
Cleveland Metroparks by Tim Krynak
• Oct 18, An Ecuador Adventure, The
wilderness Center Bird Club, by Dave
Lewis and Laurie Boylan
• Reserva Las Gralarias Photo Show.
Jan—Feb CanalWay Center by Tim
Krynak.
• Feb 13, Cloud Forests of Ecuador,
CanalWay Center, Cleveland
Metroparks by Tim Krynak

“Reserva Las Gralarias could contain the most important population of
Centrolene buckleyi in Ecuador” (Dr. Ron Santiago, PUCE). This
quote from Santiago came when we met with him and others at the
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador as part of the research for
an Amphibian Decline article that you will hear more about in this
issue of The Hum. When you first hear this you may think “wow that
is pretty neat”! However; I think about the responsibility that comes
with knowing this information. The population of these glassfrogs is
declining probably due to many factors, but deforestation is a primary
culprit. Las Gralarais Foundation and Reserva Las Gralarias are
committed to conservation and protecting not only the species that are
in danger, but all the components that make this ecosystem function.
As we start to loose these components many others will be lost, as they are all tied together. I applaud
everyone that has helped us in the last couple years begin to fulfill our mission of conservation in this
region. This will continue as we are looking at acquiring additional property in the near future. We are
also starting to move towards offering grants for biological research and education. We are looking for
individuals to match our contributions. If anyone would be interested in this please let us know as we
are developing our application and would like to initiate the program this fall.
I have included two pages in this issue with some of the endangered plants and animals that are being
protected by all of you that have assisted us in fulfilling our primary mission of conservation in this
region of the world. Thank you!

Foundation Update

this past April, Cleveland
Metroparks held the annual
North Coast Nature Festival at
which LGF had a booth manned
by LGF volunteer Chris
Koppelberger as well as Dave
Lewis and Laurie Boylan. I
also presented a program during
the afternoon sessions which
generally spoke about the
global amphibian crisis but also
about the work LGF has been
doing to help. Since April there
have been many presentations
and display opportunities
around North-Eastern Ohio for
LGF. We have been down to
conduct our annual RLG
amphibian survey and at that
time worked with National

by Katherine Krynak
It has been an extremely busy
spring and summer for LGF.
This past April we held the
annual board meeting, this time
in Austin Texas. It was a great
meeting and the creative juices
were really flowing. We have
lots of great ideas to help LGF
grow and prosper. We also had
the wonderful opportunity to
present some of our work at a
fundraiser organized and hosted
by Bob and Jean Warneke
where several conservation
minded people were in
attendance and have since
donated to the foundation. Also
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Geographic on a story! Like I
said, it has been a very busy
year. The fall schedule looks a
little bit slower, so we will have
a chance to implement many of
the great ideas discussed at our
last board meeting.

Streaked Tuftedcheek
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Volunteering at RLG
By Hannah Koppelberger
I had the privilege recently to visit Reserva Las Gralarias for an
amazing two weeks. During my time there, I was simultaneously
overwhelmed and overjoyed by everything that I saw. I spent many
years in school being taught about the dense biodiversity of the layers of
the rainforest, and in turn have spent many years since teaching others
about it, but nothing really prepares you for being right in the middle of
it all.
As I walked along the trails, flanked by green curtains, I found
myself able to only take in a tiny portion of it at a time. The forest was
so thick that I could almost hear it breathing. Every possible niche of
real estate seemed filled: tall trees crowding for light, vines tangled and
trailing, and everything covered with a generous helping of moss.
The daytime found it alive with birds as large as the clumsy,
black chicken sized Guan or the Plate-billed Mountain Toucan
bedecked in clown-like makeup and as small as a dainty
hummingbird, as well as flocks of brightly colored tanagers,
squirrels running through the trees, mysterious mammals
crashing in the underbrush, tarantulas creeping by underfoot, and
the singing of countless insects. At night a whole different cast
of characters emerge; giant walking sticks covered in twig-like
spikes, katydids that impeccably mimic leaves down to the dead
brown spots on their edges, tiny brown frogs, chittering bats,
hooting owls, cats lurking in the darkness, kinkajous dropping
fruit from the canopy, and other elusive mammals. It seemed that
every time I turned around, there was something new and
exciting to see, and I barely scraped the surface in my short time
there.
During the day, Tim, Kathy, and I would sit in the
forest, waiting to see if any new birds would get caught in our
mist nets. It gave me a great opportunity to just soak in the forest (often
literally). But as immersed in the reserve as I felt, I was often snapped back
to reality by the sound of a car in the not too far distance, or cattle lowing in a
nearby field. It reminded me how fragile all this beauty around me really is.
This might all be gone without amazing individuals like Jane Lyons who
took this plot of land into her own hands and, in conjunction with other
amazing individuals like Tim Krynak, ensured its protection through the
creation of the Las Gralarias Foundation. It is a testament to the power of
individuals to make all the difference. In this case, the difference is that I
was sitting in a plot of pristine cloud forest instead of a pasture full of grazing
cattle.
We spent two days at the new Santa Rosa River Valley property
(purchased through generous donations and the Adopt an Acre program).
Each of the 500 acres of this habitat is an example of the difference that
individuals can make. I am deeply grateful to everyone who found it in their
better nature to better all of nature by preserving this beautiful forest. The
property cries out to be explored, who knows what new wonders are hidden
in its green vales. I stood on the spot where the plan is to build a research
center. As a biologist and a general fan of all things bright and beautiful, it
was easy to imagine I was in heaven, and not just because the clouds often
floated so low that you found you were standing inside them. I wish that
everyone could, and encourage everyone to, come and see this shining jewel
of hope in the often bleak world of global conservation. Reserva Las
Gralarias is truly an emerald hidden in the clouds.
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest

by Jane A. Lyons
As our summer draws to an end and we begin to anticipate the arrival of northern migratory
species, there is one species at Reserva Las Gralarias that has the opposite cycle. The beautiful Green
Violetear is beginning to wind down its breeding season and prepare for its annual early fall
departure. This is the only hummingbird species in this area that has a true migratory pattern –
arriving and departing en masse at specific times every year.
This common widespread highland hummer ranges from southern Mexico to northern Brazil,
but no one knows exactly what are its migratory patterns, i.e., which populations go where. At Las
Gralarias the birds arrive promptly the first week of February. The males set up their territories and
defend them vigorously against all intruders. Their incessant “ca-chip” call becomes a part of the
daily forest sounds for the next 7 months.
The females arrive a bit later and begin their solitary task of choosing a male, building the
nest, laying the eggs and rearing the young. This year we were fortunate to be able to watch the
cycle almost from the very beginning.

Two small eggs

The nest is a tiny cup about 2 inches in diameter and 2 inches long, with the actual bed just
about ¾ inch deep. For such a large hummer, the nest is surprisingly tiny. The nest cup is made of
fine rootlets and lined with cottony plant fiber. The outside is decorated with plenty of moss which
serves as perfect camouflage. The nest is usually built about 3 feet from the ground on a thin leafy
branch. After constructing the nest the female lays 2 pea-size white eggs. After several weeks of
incubation, on 5 July these 2 eggs hatched.
The hatchlings certainly do not resemble the beautiful adult hummingbird that they will
eventually become! The female dutifully feeds the young and protects the nest for the next 3 weeks
as her babies grow.
Hatchlings

By Day 11 the nestlings have pinfeathers showing beneath their yellowish-gray
down and their bills are beginning to grow longer.
By Day 16 the bright green color of the adult is becoming apparent and most of the
pin feathers are giving way to actual feathers.
Both young birds left their cozy nest on Day 21, flapping clumsily to a nearby
branch before finally figuring out what their wings were meant for.
By the end of the summer the Green Violetears become less vocal and less
abundant. By early fall, they are gone from Las Gralarias. We don’t know where they go,
but we do know they will be back in February – or at least we certainly hope they will be.

Day 11

Adult

Day 16
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Centrolene buckleyi
Critically Endangered

Conserving Forest,
Conserving Endangered Species,
Conserving Biodiversity
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.

Black-breasted Puffleg
Critically Endangered

Podandrogyne brevipedunculata
Critically Endangered

Prisimantis eugeniae
Endangered

Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan
Vulnerable
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Black-and-chestnut Eagle
Vulnerable

Toucan Barbet
Near-threatened

Nympharugus griffithsi
Vulnerable

Pristimants floridus
Endangered

Giant Antpitta
Vulnerable

Spectacled Bear
Endangered
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Foundation Wish List
∗

Infrared video camera
(cuddeback) $350 each

∗

Digital Scales

∗

pH meter

∗

Dissolved Oxygen Meter

∗

Photos from Reserva Las
Gralarias

∗

Recording-analyzing
equipment for bird and frog
calls

∗

Headlamps and flash lights

∗

∗

∗
∗

Biology and natural science
children’s books for Los
Exploradores (in Spanish)
Flora/Fauna Field Guides/books
of Ecuador (in Spanish and
English)

∗

Laptop computer

∗

Ultra Light Hennessey
Hammock for exploration of
new property

For more information contact
Insect nets/dip nets (collapsible) Katherine Krynak at
glassfrog04@hotmail.com
Collapsible snake hooks

∗

Author for the “Species Profile”
column

∗

Insect nets

∗

Spotting scope and tripod

Fundraising/Volunteer Opportunities
∗

We are still looking for potential donors to be added to our
electronic mailing list. Please send contact information to
Jo Ann Kubicki at jak1@clevelandmetroparks.com

∗

Matted Prints of photographs from the reserve are needed
for donation gifts. Email Tim Krynak at tkrynak@aol.com
for more information. Black mats to be used for Tim’s
photos are also always appreciated.

∗

Volunteers needed to present programs within their
communities to raise money for LGF and spread the word
about our wonderful conservation initiatives.

∗

If you have anyone interested in being on the distribution
list to receive The Hum… please contact Katherine Krynak
at glassfrog04@hotmail.com

∗

If you have questions or would like to contribute to LGF
Inc. in another way, please give us a call at 440-777-6353
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On Assignment with National Geographic!

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Newsletter

by Tim and Katherine Krynak
This past June during our last visit to RLG, we had the amazing opportunity to share this lovely
treasure in the Andes with National Geographic. Senior writer Jennifer Holland and Photographer Joel
Sartore spent a few days with us while working on a story (2009) about the global amphibian crisis.
They spent four days at Reserva Las Gralarias interviewing and shooting photos for the magazine and video
for the website. The focus was on amphibians, but the importance of conservation in general was a strong
theme in many of our conversations. We spent a great deal of time with them in the field searching for
Centrolene buckleyi, a critically endangered glassfrog in Ecuador. The hope was to locate and collect
individuals for Balsa de los Sapos, an amphibian rescue facility in Quito. We were not successful, but we
audibly located two seemingly healthy populations of singing males, which could be one of the most
important populations of these amphibians in Ecuador according to the herpetologists at Balsa de los Sapos.
After leaving us, Jenny and Joel spent a few days with Dr. Luis Coloma and Dr. Ron Santiago (world
renowned amphibian conservationists) from the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador in Quito on
another collecting trip in Southern Ecuador. This journey was in search of a critically endangered Atelopus
sp. whose only remaining breeding stream is currently being destroyed by the siltation from road
construction. Reports from Jenny and Joel indicated that this leg of their journey helped them to further embrace the magnitude of the
amphibian crisis in Ecuador. Not only did they see what may be the last individuals of this Atelopus sp., but they also were shown areas
where amphibians where still abundant, but the question is: For how long?
It was truly a wonderful experience to
meet these two dedicated
conservationists as well as an honor to
show National Geographic the treasure
Jane and Las Gralarias Foundation has
protected. This was an amazing
experience, and so much fun too! We
are looking forward to the final product
of this visit and potential future projects
with both of them. We will update
everyone as we learn more.

Thank you to our recent donors and volunteers!
The Koppelberger Family, Mike Clark, Dave Lewis and Laurie Boylan, Friends of Medina
County Parks, Sierra Club of Cuyahoga County, James Cousar, Michael Rogan, Zofia
Hunt, Noreen Damude, Bob Barth, Paul and Georgean Kyle, Deb Marcinski,
Mary Rozmarynowycz, Kim Thompson, Carol and Ray Burns, Incarnate Word Academy’s
Nature Club, Traci Williams and Sheila Thorpe

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
24140 Gessner Rd.
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.
501 (c )(3) organization

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
Board Members
President: Tim Krynak (Ohio)
Vice President: Jane Lyons Ph.D. (Ecuador)
Secretary: Katherine Krynak
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(Ohio)

Treasurer: Jo Ann Kubicki (Ohio)
Bob Barth Ph.D. (Texas)
Nancy Charbeneau (Texas)
Noreen Damude (Texas)
Jeffrey Miller Ph.D. (Oregon)
Shamus Terry (Wisconsin )

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
24140 Gessner Rd.
North Olmsted, OH 44070
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