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Calendar of Events                                                        

18 December, 2010 ; 

Christmas Bird Count at 

Reserva Las Gralarias  

Cloud Forest Birding Tours 

at Reserva Las Gralarias  

21-27 November, 2010;  

19-25 February, 2011.  

17 January, 2010 : 

Presentation by Tim Krynak 

at the NOHA meeting on 

ôReptiles & Amphibians of 

Reserva Las Gralariasõ 

Se¶orTimõs Tales 

by Tim Krynak, President  

     Why am I drawn to return to Ecuador as 

often   as possible while there are so many 

other wonderful places to explore?  I have 

been asked this question many times.  While 

there are many places that I would like to visit 

at some point, I continue be amazed by the 

new discoveries I find in each of my visits to 

the exact same corner of the world.  The vast 

biodiversity of Ecuador is a biologists dream!  

In the years that I have been visiting Reserva 

Las Gralarias (RLG), several new moth species have been described and a 

Yellow-breasted Antpitta nest was described for the first time.  Numerous 

altitudinal records for birds, frogs, reptiles and mammals have been 

documented and dozens of endangered species discovered, some of which 

have not been seen in decades.  This is just the discovery of the species and 

does not even begin to describe their behaviors!  This is why I continue to 

return to the same place year after year and will do so for years to come! 

This biodiversity is also one of the reasons I helped established Las 

Gralarias Foundation (LGF) in 2005; to assist in protecting these treasures that 

have been discovered and the many mysteries that are yet to be uncovered.  

Since the onset of the LGF we have asked supporters for donations to 

accomplish one of our main missions: protecting and conserving the lands that 

house this biodiversity.  With everyoneôs help we were able to raise enough 

funds to purchase and protect 500 acres of land in 2007.  This property we call 

the upper reserve because it is located at 

a higher elevation than the initial 

property.  It is a critical parcel that 

connects the upper and lower reserve 

and protects the headwaters of the Santa 

Rosa River.  These 500 acres contain 

unexplored primary forest as well as 

cattle pasture that is being actively and 

passively returned to forest.   
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 When we first explored this parcel we stood by an 

old stable located on a flat section (not many of those in 

this area!) that overlooks the entire valley and up to the 

highest points of the property and dreamed of someday 

creating a research field station.  This station would bring 

researchers and students from around the globe to learn, 

study and make new discoveries in this small bio-diverse 

section of Ecuador.  Each time we visit, we stand on this 

little section of the upper reserve and envision all the 

possibilities of having the field station sometime in the 

future.  Wellé. it is time; it is the future! 

 

We are initiating an active campaign to raise funds to construct the Reserva Las Gralarias Field 

Station!  The station will accommodate up to 20 researchers and/or students to use as a base to teach and 

conduct biological research.  We are calling for all those that have assisted through donations in purchasing 

land to again step forward and help in this very important project. While land acquisition is and will remain 

one of our primary missions, this project is very important in long term goals of the reserve and LGF.   

Conservation, Biological Research and Education all go hand in hand, supporting and complementing 

one another.  By constructing this new field station on the reserve, opportunities for biological research will be 

provided along with education for young children and adults.  This not only benefits science and students, but 

will be providing hands-on experience for future researchers who will, in turn, be our conservationists of the 

future.  Constructing the field station will also provide direct employment opportunities during construction 

along with future employment for the local community as the station will need to be staffed and maintained to 

assist visiting students and researchers.    

Just in this past year alone, 

there were four master students for 

the United Kingdom, one from 

Ecuador, an amphibian biology 

class from Ecuador, a micro-moth 

researcher from Germany and of 

course, many researchers from the 

United States.  Just think of the 

possibilities with a new facility 

dedicated to housing these 

individuals?  This is what we have 

been dreaming of this past few 

years and why we are asking all of 

our supporters to make our new 

dream become a reality. 

For more information on 

plan, cost and timetable please feel 

free to contact me at 

tkrynak@aol.com. 

The Hum... Volume 5  Issue 3 

Se¶orTimõs Talesé. continued 

by Tim Krynak, President  

mailto:tkrynak@aol.com
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          In this issue, the final one for 2010, we have a lot of great articles about the important research going 

on at Reserva Las Gralarias.   Also, a significant project has begun that involves building a research field 

station at the reserve (see óTimôs Talesô & óAchieving Our Goalsô for more information).  This is a very 

exciting time for us and we especially need your help to continue all the important work that is going on.  On 

page 9, you will see a new series of donation categories to help us appropriately recognize all of our donors 

and members.  Please consider helping the Las Gralarias Foundation build on what it already has achieved by 

a generous end of year donation.  Remember, all of your dollars goes directly to our programs!   

 As always, you are invited to submit an article of your own!   All you need to do is email a  WORD 

document  (12 pt. Times New Roman) to me before the submission deadline (date below) along with any 

photos you would like included (jpg format, around 800 x 1000 or less in size).  If you have questions about 

your submission, please email me.  If I have questions about your article, Iôll let you know; otherwise your 

article is likely to appear in the next Hum! 

     The submission deadline for the next newsletter is February 7, 2011.  Please email your submissions to:     

ncharbeneaulgf@gmail.com.   I look forward to hearing from you! 

The Hum... Volume 5  Issue 3 

Species Profile  

by Katherine Krynak  

     Many of those who visit Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) never 

experience hiking in the forest at night. However  you may have 

experienced these creatures of the night and not even realized it.  

Katydids (Order Orthoptera, Family Tettigoniidae), also known as 

Bushcrickets, sing a well recognized song produced from organs on their 

hind legs and can often be heard right outside the guest houses, and 

alongside "Jane's road".   There are over 6500 species worldwide, most 

occurring in the tropics.   

      The majority of the katydids are herbivorous, but there are some 

within the family that prey on other insects.  Many of the katydids found at RLG are highly camouflaged and 

not an easy find during the daylight hours, but at night you can find them sitting conspicuously on the branches 

and grasses.  The false leaf katydids of RLG are especially unique in their cryptic patterning and leaf mimicry 

so detailed that their wings look as if a caterpillar had been munching on 

them!  Others display intricate color patterning which looks like lichens 

and moss adhering to their wings and some show off the bright green 

color of healthy (un-munched) vegetation.    The spiny katydids of RLG 

are especially easy for the guests of RLG to find.  They are found in the 

grasses surrounding the guest houses at night, sitting at eye level.  These 

katydids are so spiny that they look quite frightful, but are completely 

harmless and simply beautiful.  If you have the fortune to visit this 

wonderful reserve, please remember to enjoy the ñlittle thingsò. like 

these cool little katydids. 

Newsletter Notes  

By Nancy Charbeneau, Newsletter Editor  
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      Reserva Las Gralarias has documented, so far, almost 30 species of mammals on the reserve. Undoubtedly 

there are more species, but we have no additional documentation.  Most of the species found on the reserve are 

nocturnal and even the diurnal species are exceedingly difficult to see.  Thanks to our trail cameras we have 

been able to photo-document ten of the 30 species we know exist here while photos from visitors have 

documented an additional three species.  Another five species have been observed by staff or guests, the bat 

species have been mistnetted and the rat and mouse species have been trapped in live traps.  So we at least 

have a rough idea of what mammals call Reserva Las Gralarias their home. 

 Of all of the mammals here probably the least known is the 

Andean (or Mountain) Coati, Nasuella olivacea. The local name is 

ñtej·nò. The species is restricted to mid-elevations in the forests of the 

northern Andes, ranging from about 5400 feet elevation up to 9000+ 

feet elevation.  Unfortunately the species is classified by the IUCN as 

ñData Deficientò and all of the references available consider it to be 

basically unknown.  It is assumed they feed on fruits as well as 

invertebrate and probably small vertebrate prey.  One reference 

considers them to be a typical food item of Mountain Lions. 

  

The species is not uncommon at Las Gralarias and is occasionally 

encountered on our trails, usually in groups of up to 7 individuals 

of noisy youngsters with (probably) an adult female.  They make 

a fairly high pitched rapid ñcheep-cheep-cheepò contact call 

which sounds more chicken-like than mammal-like, and when 

frightened they all scamper quickly up a tree.  Apparently the 

adult males are solitary and make a very loud raspy hissing cat-

like sound, which I have heard on two occasions.  Local folks say 

a large male Andean Coati can easily kill a dog that attacks it by 

playing dead and rolling on its back and then slashing the throat 

of the dog with its long claws and snout.   

 I have found no published photos of this species in the wild, 

which makes the recent series of photos snapped by one of our trail 

cameras especially interesting and important.  In these photos the 

long snout, the claws, the tail and the color of an adult male of the 

species is visible as well as its obvious interest in the fruit that we put 

out every day for the birds (and mammals!). 

Hopefully our expanding research program will appeal to a zoology 

student who might want to come study the life cycle of this 

interesting and unknown species. In the meantime we are delighted 

that our trail cameras are adding to the database of information about 

this mysterious creature.  The references used for this article are:  

Eisenberg, John F. and Kent H.Redford.  1999. Mammals of the Neotropics, Volume 3. The Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Jarrin-V., Pablo.  2001.  Mam²feros en la Niebla: Otonga un Bosque Nublado del Ecuador. Quito: Pontificia Universidad Cat·lica del Ecuador. 

Tirira S, Diego. 2007. Mam²feros del Ecuador, Guia de Campo. Quito: Ediciones Murci®lago Blanco. 

Tirira S., Diego, Ed. 2001.  Libro Rojo de los Mam²feros del Ecuador. Quito: SIMBIOE/EcoCiencia. 
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest   

by Jane Lyons, Vice President  


