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SeñorTim’s Tales
by Tim Krynak, President
It has been a long, snowy winter here in Ohio and, with a couple months of
possible snow yet to come, we can only anticipate the arrival of spring. The
white and grays of winter make me think of the lush green forest of Reserva
Las Gralarias (RLG) . It is winter there as well but, instead of snow, it is rain!
This increase of precipitation entices many of the cloud
forest species to begin their breeding cycle. The male
glass frogs will be singing from the vegetation along many
of the streams flowing through the reserve. Also, the
cloud forest birds breed and nest during the winter as well.
I always think of “Squeaky” a Plate-billed Mountain
Toucan with his distinctive call, and the nest I found
several years ago. Observing the two fledglings on their first day out of the
cavity will always be etched in my memory. This colorful Chocó endemic is
just one of the many reasons this ecosystem should be preserved.
Artist, John Matyas, has made my memory of this Toucan come to life with
his watercolor painting of the pair of Plate-billed Mountain Toucans (see photo
under the calendar of events on this page)! John has donated his talents for
this project to assist Las Gralarias Foundation (LGF) in reaching their goals.
John’s works have been displayed all over the United States and now one of
his limited edition prints is available to you as a way to thank you for your
support and help spread the word about Las Gralarias Foundation. The
proceeds will go directly toward the purchase and protection of the cloud forest
around RLG. This print will not only brighten up a room and provide
conversation, but help those who have seen these birds relive their memories.
LGF is asking for donations of $50 for a 24” x 30” numbered and signed
limited edition print with a certificate of authenticity, and $100 for an artist remarked print. Prices include shipping costs. This offer is for LGF members
only and must be post-marked before July 1st. After this date, the cost will
most likely increase. This is an extremely good price for John’s work as his
prints are usually sold for much more. For those that are interested in
purchasing one of these prints, please contact me at tkrynak@aol.com with at
subject of Toucan Painting.
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Species Profile
by Katherine Krynak, Secretary
Amazing Anoles!
Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) is home to an amazingly diverse
assemblage of reptiles including one family of lizards which is likely to
be more diverse than scientists currently recognize. Anoles are of the
Family Polychrotidae and the described 372 species are further
categorized into 4 genera native to the New World. Anoles are
distinguished by their often colorful dewlap (used in territory and
courtship displays) and their expandable toe pads.
Anoles have been a focal taxa in studies of evolution and adaptive
radiation. The highly divergent morphology of these species within
relatively small geographic ranges has lead researchers to hypothesize
about the evolution of these differing traits. The term “ecomorph” has
been given to species whose morphology (appearance) is correlated
with the environment. For example, Anoles inhabiting the Caribbean
islands who live on tree trunks have long hind limbs used for making
large leaps for prey capture (Anoles are insectivorous), while species
which inhabit the canopy have short limbs used for crawling and slowly
sneaking up on prey along the smaller branches. It has been found that
on these small Caribbean islands such adaptive traits have evolved
independently multiple times allowing niche expansion and speciation.
The ecomorphs found at RLG differ from these island Anoles;
however, like their Caribbean cousins, the environment may be playing a
role in their evolution. Based on the observed morphologies of the RLG
anoles, it appears that humans may have opened a new ecological niche
allowing for divergence: pasture land! Anoles of the forest such as
Anolis aequatorialis, are larger, heavy bodied animals with large jumping
hind limbs while those found in the pasture are much smaller in overall
size, with short limbs and wide toe pads which possibly aid the animal’s
maneuvers through the grasses.
Though alternative hypotheses may explain the morphological
differences between the anole species of RLG, the RLG Field station will be a prime location for researchers
who may have interest in examining this phenomenon within the Anoles of the Andes Western Slope. So
many questions to ask! So many new species to discover!

Newsletter Notes
By Nancy Charbeneau, Newsletter Editor
Just a short reminder that we always welcome you to submit an article of your own! All you need to
do is email a WORD document (12 pt. Times New Roman) to me before the submission deadline (date
below) along with any photos you would like included (jpg format). If you have questions about your
submission, please email me. If I have questions about your article, I’ll let you know; otherwise your article
is likely to appear in the next ‘The Hum’! The submission deadline for the next newsletter is June 6, 2011.
Please email your submissions to: ncharbeneaulgf@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from you!
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest
by Jane Lyons, Vice President
The Spectacled Bear (Tremarctos ornatus) is one of the
largest land mammals and the only bear on the continent of
South America. In fact, it is the only bear species found in
the entire southern hemisphere. An adaptable and mobile
ancestor of the various bear species in North America and
Eurasia that migrated south as the Panama land bridge was
formed 4 to 6 million years ago, the Spectacled (or Andean)
Bear now inhabits the Andes Mountains from north to south
and at varying elevations. It is not known as a specialist in
its habitat nor in its dietary requirements, and yet it is
considered endangered throughout most of its range with
approximately 18,000 individuals estimated to still exist. Of
these, scientists think some 2000 individuals live in
Ecuador.
With a handful of field studies plus occasional sightings,
bits of information are known about this elusive and rare
species. It is omnivorous, diurnal and nocturnal, equally at
home meandering or climbing in trees as well as sleeping on
the ground or in tall trees. Males do not stay with the
females or their cubs and have large home territories that
bridge the valleys where the females rear their young. The species has been hunted and trapped for all the
typical reasons that all bears are hunted and trapped even while it is legally protected throughout most of its
range. Loss and fragmentation of its habitat is an increasingly serious problem throughout its range.
At Reserva Las Gralarias, 2010 was the year of the bear! In
March a single bear was seen in the creek at Guan Gulch Trail;
a brief glimpse before the bear disappeared quickly up the
creek. A week later a bear, quite likely the same one, was seen
eating palmito fruits near the western boundary. Then on 26
October , thanks to my ever-alert dog Lucy, I saw a bear high in
the canopy of a 30m tall croton tree near the guest houses.
Lucy was barking at something up in the tree so insistently that
I went to take a look and found what you see in these pictures!
It took me a moment to realize it was a bear and so I ran for
my camera and snapped a few shaky shots before the bear
climbed down the tree and disappeared. The thrill of seeing and
actually photographing this rare species at Reserva Las
Gralarias was matched only by the happiness at knowing that
we have succeeded in attaining one of our main goals: we have
actually turned cow pasture back into woodland of good enough
quality to attract a rare species of a large mammal!
Of course these bears need a very large amount of protected
habitat to be able to sustain their population. So we will
continue to purchase and protect as much as we can in hopes of
contributing to the survival of this species and other species
found within the cloud forests of the northwestern Andes.
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Be Our Guest: Discovery of the Punk Rocker Frog
By Michael Dobbings
My adventure started December of 2006. It was a dark and rainy night
with a typical Ecuadorian tropical rain that had started early that evening
at Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG). We
dressed in our rain gear and had our
flashlights in hand. Tim Krynak had his
camera covered to protect it from the rain
and the trail behind the guest house was a
small river with waterfalls going down
the steps! What a perfect night for frogs,
but not people! Jane bid us goodnight and off we went frog hunting in the
dark. The nights at RLG are like an alien world to those of us not from
Ecuador. I love to watch the wall of the guest house at night with the lights
on. You would not believe how many moths of different shapes, sizes, and
colors there are in Ecuador!
Back to the rainy
night: We had
walked the trail
shining our
flashlights at every
fern, leaf, and plant
looking for frogs on them. If we found a frog we
called to Tim to snap a photo and to his wife
(Kathy) to identify the species. Then we left the
frog in peace to sing in the night.
We had not walked to far from the lodge when
on my left was a large grassy field with ferns at the
end. I walked through the ankle-high grass and
shined my flashlight on a fern and there was a frog!
I noted the spikes and green color of the frog and called for Tim. Neither he nor his wife could identify the
frog. We photographed the frog after inspecting it and back on the fern it was placed.
We continued into the night, walking the
entire length of 2 trails. That night we found
many strange looking critters. It’s amazing how
different the night insects are from the day ones!
We even ran into a false coral snake on a small
tree. This snake’s rear fangs are venomous and it
eats frogs at night.
Back at the lodge the next day, Tim loaded
the photographs in his computer. As we all
looked at the different frog photos, one frog
could not be identified: the small spike bodied
frog with traces of green on top. I thought it
looked like a punk rocker with green hair and
spikes, like you would see in a music band.
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Discovery of the Punk Rocker Frog—continued
The rest is history and a legend
was born! I have not heard if
another frog of this species has
been found again at RLG.
I always enjoy seeing Jane and
Edison when I visit the RLG lodge.
As most folks do, I keep coming
back because of an elusive bird I
have yet to see: the Toucan Barbet!
They tease you by singing across
the valley, letting you know they
are there but never get close
enough to see. Jane, Edison and
myself had a great adventure in
Peru but that's another story!

Achieving our Goals
by Jane Lyons, Vice President
In 2010 we hosted 88 guests at the reserve, most of whom stayed at least several days. These were for the
most part birders on birding tours, and they were delighted to see such rarities as our Hoary Pufflegs at the
hummingbird feeders and the raucous Chocó endemic Beautiful Jays who are regularly found along Sisters´
Loop Trail and even at the guest houses. Some even see the Chocó
endemic Plate-billed Mountain-Toucans who sneak into the trees
behind the guest houses to feed on fruiting trees, and dozens of
hummingbird and tanager species. The fees that these ecotourism
activities generate provide jobs to 8 full-time staff, including the
local staff that maintain the reserve, provide meals and clean
rooms as well as to the birding guides and drivers.
We also hosted 42 students, professors and volunteers,
including numerous frog researchers, an amphibian class from
Ecuador´s Catholic University, United States scientists doing
ornithological field work, and 4 master´s students from the United
Kingdom. Each of these visitors contributed in some way to the
ongoing field research efforts at Las Gralarias, some discovering
new species for the reserve and several potential new species for
science, as well as documenting behavior and vocalizations that
hadn’t been documented before. Of this work, four Master of
Science theses were produced (three with distinctions) and two
papers for publication are currently under review. We now have a
new frog researcher from the USA, an intern from the UK, and a
volunteer from Holland who are helping continue previous field
work. (Continued on page 6)
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“Achieving our Goals” continued
In 2010 we continued our reforestation
program by planting hundreds of native tree
seedlings. These seedlings were found in or along
our 12 kilometers/7 miles of trails and were
grown in our seedling beds, then transplanted to
appropriate sites throughout the reserve. We
continued planting the two species of amazing
Croton (Euphorbiaceae) trees that grow quickly
in our area and help provide the initial tall trees
that shade out old pastures and provide food and
cover for native species of birds and other
wildlife. And this year we were especially successful in collecting seeds and planting
approximately 100 Cloud Forest Mahogany (Carapa sp. Meliaceae) seedlings. These are wonderful longlived hardwoods that will generate the next stage of our forest. Plus we finally have figured out how to grow
“palmito” trees, a cloud-forest palm specialty that is very difficult to successfully transplant or grow in a
nursery. These are the native trees from which came the now-cultivated “hearts of palm” and are of special
importance to many bird species such as fruit-eaters and toucans, but also adored by Spectacled Bear and
Tayra.
Speaking of bears!......We now have photo documentation of
Spectacled Bear at Las Gralarias (see Wisps article). Our trail
cameras managed to capture additional species of mammals,
including Andean Coati and Tayra, as well as numerous agouti,
armadillo, and tigrillo photos.
Our environmental education efforts continued with Tim and
Kathy´s visit to the local elementary school for bird-watching and
frog searches.
We installed a new gate, trail signs and a site sign at our Field
Station site and have begun ordering the initial materials for the
construction of the Field Station House.
Having a place for students to stay and study will help us encourage young folks from Ecuador and
elsewhere to come unlock the secrets of this amazing cloud forest zone.
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In the Spotlight: A 14 Year Old Bird-Freak at Las Gralarias
By Luke Seitz
The first bird I can remember seeing was a male Scarlet Tanager. I was six years
old and a flash of shocking red and black caught my eye in my Connecticut backyard.
I enjoyed the moment immensely, but being a young child my mind quickly drifted
elsewhere. If this bird was so beautiful, what else was out there? Little by little, my
focus shifted to places seemingly more exotic than my suburban backyard: the
southeastern United States, with gaudy Roseate Spoonbills and Purple Gallinules
haunting the swamps; the southwest, with fancy hummingbirds and warblers whose
ranges barely entered the country. I was blind, however, to what lay even further
south, far beyond the United States border.
As I grew older, the range of possibilities grew broader and my attention started to
focus on South America, the “Bird Continent”. A quick search online brought me to
the website of Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) in the small country of Ecuador. It was to this reserve that I made
my first trip south of the United States, in August of 2008.
As lovely as the website is, nothing can do the Ecuadorian cloud forest justice. After surviving the bumpy
dirt road up to the guest house at RLG, I was warmly greeted by Jane and the staff, and immediately was
surrounded by hummingbirds! Though I’ve seen over 700
species in Ecuador, this family of birds may still rank as my
favorite (though antpittas and tanagers are certainly close
contenders!). Over two-dozen species of hummingbirds have
been recorded at the reserve and the feeders are constantly
swarming with scores of individuals. I spent a hefty amount
of time trying to photograph these creatures on natural perches
rather than on the feeders, and came away with a few
keepers…including this Velvet-purple Coronet, which remains
my all-time favorite hummingbird! (See photo right)
There were many more unforgettable moments in my first week-long stay at RLG. The accommodations
and food are the best I have experienced at a lodge in Ecuador (that potato-based soup with chunks of cheese
at the bottom is simply divine), but I must admit that the birds were the highlight: Yellow-breasted Antpitas,
Orange-breasted Fruiteaters, a Crimson-mantled Woodpecker at its nest, tanagers, foliage-gleaners and
tapaculos . But seven days, though certainly amazing, were not enough to experience it all. So, naturally, I
had to return.
The next summer, I planned a longer, five-week trip to RLG. This time I was a volunteer, assisting with
tours and searching for interesting birds on the property. This period of time felt much more leisurely, as I was
now able to track down every little call I heard and try to photograph every shy bird that I possibly could.
With four other volunteers from Spain, I set up mist nets for a couple days to band birds around the reserve,
fitting each bird’s right leg with a numbered metal band and taking important data about molt and reproductive
status. The most impressive bird we caught was a female Powerful Woodpecker, which inflicted some serious
pain to my hand as I was taking her out of the mist net. This individual was sighted several times all around
the reserve, providing interesting data points about the size of this species’ territory! My longer stay at Las
Gralarias also gave me time to focus on art; rainy afternoons provided a good excuse to do watercolors of
various birds that I had seen. (continued on page 8)

7

The Hum…

Volume 6 Issue 1

In the Spotlight, Continued
In addition to birds, I also made an effort to pay
more attention to everything else that this remarkable
habitat has to offer. Tim and Kathy Krynak were also
at the reserve during my stay, and showed me some
incredible bats that they mist-netted. I was equally
fascinated by their discovery of a bizarre “punk-rocker”
frog, (See “Be Our Guest” on pages 4&5) which has
spikes all over its body that it can raise and lower at
will! And I can’t forget the moths! I spent several
evenings photographing the beautiful moths that are attracted to the lights around the guest house. Using my
drawing pad, I was able to create a studio-like background for photos.
Pure dumb luck brought me a remarkable discovery in the middle of August. I was walking in the lower
part of the reserve when a dark, chunky bird flew low across the path. It was medium-sized, for a passerine,
and looked rather short-tailed… antpitta? I hurried up the trail to where
the bird had flown, and peered into the mossy undergrowth. There it
was, perched about a meter off the ground! But this bird was definitely
not in my field guide. It was indeed an antpitta, but it was covered in
distinct white streaks on its under-parts. Most of the body was dark
brown, but its lower belly was a richer cinnamon color; the face was
also dark but supported a bright white malar. Process of elimination
meant this must be a Moustached Antpitta. But wait, it has a bright
pink gape! And all those streaks! It was a juvenile Moustached
Antpitta! I shot off a couple dozen photos (of which only a few were
passably sharp) to document the sighting. After the bird had
disappeared, I decided to try playing the tape of the Moustached
Antpita’s song. Sure enough, an adult hopped onto the trail right in
front of me, providing some circumstantial evidence for the identity of
the young bird.
I hurried back up the steep trail and burst into Jane’s house with the news. As far as she has heard, this
plumage has never been described before! We checked the Handbook of Birds of the World, and there was
no mention of it there, either. I was quite elated. This was undoubtedly a case of being in the right place at
the right time; and I’m quite lucky that the bird decided to perch for a good two minutes so I could get
photos!
It is, of course, difficult to fit all my memories into one article. I have recently spent several weeks
traveling around the rest of Ecuador and was continually reminded of just how special Reserva Las Gralarias
is. Whether you are a hard-core birder or just hoping to experience the beauty of pristine cloud forest (or
both!), nothing beats this reserve. I cannot wait to return and see how things have changed; but more
importantly, to see what has stayed the same. For it is only through reserves like RLG that the flora and
fauna of this remarkably diverse region stay intact for decades to come.
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Foundation Update
by Tim Krynak, President
This past year the Las Gralarias Foundation (LGF) has been very busy and our membership continues to
grow leading to increased donations from around the world. The LGF 2010 financial report will be available
on our website in the near future for those interested in our current financial standing.
In 2007, LGF helped purchase over 500 acres of Andean cloud forest, doubling the size of the reserve.
We continue to raise funds for our next habitat acquisition. This year LGF was able to provide a grant
through donations directed towards field research to purchase building materials for the field station
construction. This project is becoming a priority because of the increasing requests from universities to
conduct classes and biological research at the reserve. The tie from research to conservation is so strong that
we feel that this is very important not just locally, but globally, as future conservationists would be studying
at the reserve.
I continue to present programs for groups, and I am always looking for new opportunities for spreading
our mission and goals. Please feel free to pass along my contact information if you know a group that is
looking for a speaker.
Looking forward to this next quarter and year, we will focus on marketing the Plate-billed Mountain
Toucan prints. This will be accomplished by the newsletter, website, programs and festivals, but the best
marketing comes from word of mouth. So, if you know anyone that has an interest in tropical birding or art,
please share the information on this wonderful opportunity to support the LGF. We will continue to support
the construction of the field station, and of course continue to explore additional land acquisition.
Thank you is never enough….
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Foundation Support
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Benefactor:
Margaret B. Robinson, in honor of Jane Lyons
Special Supporters:
Mary Ann Beauchemin and Gary Gray - Land & Habitat Acquisition & Field Research Station
Contributing Friends:
Nancy & Randy Charbeneau, - Land & Habitat Acquisition in honor of Dr. and Mrs. G.T. Charbeneau
William Fiero
Terry & Joanne Gorges - Land & Habitat Acquisition
Chris O’Quinn – Field Research Station
Catherine Shambaugh
Anne Souby, in honor of Susan & Margaret Souby and Bob Burnett
New and Renewing Memberships:

Special Gifts:

Mary Ann Beauchemin and Gary Gray

Mary Beth Stowe for a series of 3 bird cartoons

Cheryl & Fred Dinkelbach

to be used by Las Gralarias Foundation:

Melissa Easley
Terry & Joanne Gorges
Tim & Kathy Krynak
Jo Ann Kubicki
David Lewis (gift from Betty Boylan)
Deb Marcinski

Volunteers:

Catherine Shambaugh

Tim Kell, UK, 6-month Intern: surveys, trail maps & monitoring

General Donations:

Carl Hutter, USA: frog surveys, transects and tape recordings

Laurie Boylan

Redmar Woodstra, Holland: bird surveys

Northern Ohio Association of Herpetologists, Inc. made a donation for programs or education promoting the
understanding or conservation of reptiles and amphibians in honor of a presentation made by Tim Krynak
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. Over the past decade we have purchased over 1,000
acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland, provided
meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented field
research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local schools.
We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase
_______ BUSINESS

Field Research

Environmental Education

ALLIES: Business donors of $250 and up

$2000+ - "PLATINUM PLATE-BILLED MOUNTAIN-TOUCAN"
$1000-1999 - "GOLDEN TANAGER"
$500-999 - "SILVER CAECILIAN"
$250-499 - "BRONZE-OLIVE PYGMY-TRYANT"
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Donors of $1000 or more

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500-999
_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $26-499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

Name:
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and send
this form and check to:

Membership information (Please print)
Name:

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.

Mailing Address:

24140 Gessner Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit: www.justgive.org

Email address:
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In Memory of

The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
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