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Calendar of Events
24 -30 October - Cloud Forest
Birding Tour based at Reserva
Las Gralarias. Contact below.
20 -24 November - Cloud
Forest Birding Tour based at
Reserva Las Gralarias.
Contact below.
17-27 December 2011 –
“Holiday at Reserva Las
Gralarias”: Annual Christmas
Bird Count, Winter Solstice,
birding and nature tours, and
Christmas feast.
Contact jalyons593@gmail.
com for details on all events
listed above.

The last of the spring neotropical migrants are making
their way through my backyard in Ohio. Species that I
have observed this spring include: Blackburnian Warbler,
Black-and-White Warbler, Barn Swallow and Swainson’s
Thrush. These and numerous other migrants continue to
amaze me every time I encounter them in the field. Their
epic lives have many threats but disappearing green space in all legs of their
journey still outweighs the other obstacles along their journey. This time of
the year reinforces our conservation message that spans two continents and
gives great value to all the work that Las Gralarias Foundation (LGF) and
Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) provide in helping these champions continue on
their biannual migrations.
In this issue of “The Hum” you will read about some exiting news of what
has been happening at RLG, as many researchers and students have been
spending time on the reserve. These scientist/conservationists will return to
their homes and, I’m sure, share stories of the reserve and the vast amount of
biodiversity that they witnessed. By sharing their stories we hope it will
encourage others to visit or assist in our conservation efforts within Ecuador.
As our membership continues to grow, I ask all of you to share this newsletter
with anyone that may be interested in what we are trying to accomplish.
LGF is beginning to offer exciting opportunities for our members. From
beautiful art prints to bird tours, plus new opportunities such as volunteering to
assist ongoing projects at RLG. These expeditions
will usually last between 10–14 days. The first
opportunity to help with a research project will be
this August and will include amphibian and bird
surveys on the reserve. To volunteer you must be a
LGF member! To learn more about this exciting
opportunity, please feel free to contact me at
tkrynak@aol.com . Additional opportunities will be
available in late 2011–2012 and will be advertised in
the newsletter and on the website.
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Species Profile
by Jane Lyons, Vice President
PURPLE-THROATED WOODSTAR: TINY AND TOUGH!
One of the most interesting and amazing bird species found at
Las Gralarias is the tiny Purple-throated Woodstar. For the past
few years we have had the good fortune to be able to witness the
breeding and nesting activity of this species at close hand, thanks
to Blanca, a very prolific female woodstar, and to Chris Clark and
Jen Marks who have documented much of the species´ courtship
behavior at Las Gralarias.
Woodstars are among the tiniest of hummingbirds, with the
females measuring about 6.5cm long (2.5 inches). Their flight is
bee-like both in appearance and sound. The Purple-throated
Woodstar (Calliphlox mitchellii) is found along the Pacific coast
and western cordillera of the Andes from Panama to Ecuador and up to 2400m elevation.
As a Yale University post-doctoral research fellow, Chris Clark has studied numerous species of woodstars
throughout their western hemisphere range. Chris´s research on the Purple-throated Woodstar is focused on
deciphering how the male makes its courtship sounds. Using a high-speed video camera and sound recording
equipment Chris and his wife Jen record the movements and sounds of the males during their courtship
behavior. While at Las Gralarias in 2011 they captured some male woodstars in order to study the tail feathers.
They also captured a female which was given a white liquid-paper dot on her head and from that, became
known as Blanca.
On 29 March I had noticed that a female woodstar was
nesting again on a branch of a pine tree just as she had
during July 2009. Once we were able to identify her with
the white dot, we realized that Blanca was in fact the female
nesting in the pine tree.
A few non-native pine trees were planted many years
ago around the septic tank by the original landowner to
prevent anyone from accidentally damaging the tank.
Native or not, these pine trees apparently provide just what
Blanca wants – a tall rugged tree with draping pine needles,
rough bark, numerous sturdy branches and little pine cones,
all of which help hide her nest. Plus they are conveniently
located just around the corner from all of our hummingbird
feeders!

The nest is constructed by the female alone and the first portion is built quite quickly. As the eggs hatch and
the nestlings grow taller the female adds more nest material around the rim so that the nest ends up with a
second “story”. The nest is made of moss, spider webs and what looks to be some kind of plant fiber. It is
extremely well-camouflaged – the same color, shape and texture as the tree trunk.
The March 2011 nest with two nestlings and Blanca managed to survive tornado-force winds that downed
many trees and power lines in the Mindo area on 1 April. I watched as the pine tree bent almost to the ground,
twisting and swaying sharply back and forth. I was sure the nest would get blown away in the strong wind but,
amazingly, it stayed completely intact with Blanca sitting rigidly on top of it during the entire storm. A month
later the nestlings were about ready to fledge, which they finally did on the bright sunny morning of 6 May,
just lifting off like a helicopter from their nest and floating where the breeze took them. They practiced
steering only briefly before disappearing into the high foliage of nearby trees.
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Species Profile—continued
And yet another surprise - by 23 May 2011, just 17 short days after these 2 offspring had fledged, Blanca had
constructed a new nest about one meter from the March nest! She is now sitting on the nest most of the day,
surely with two teensy eggs tucked securely under her and no doubt happy with the calm sunny summer
weather.
To be continued…..

Photo credits:
Woodstar Photo by Jeff Miller
2009 Nest photo by Luke Seitz
Nestling and pine tree photo by Jane Lyons

Newsletter Notes
By Nancy Charbeneau, Newsletter Editor
We hope you are enjoying these newsletters! They can be even better with an article from you, the
reader!! All you need to do is email a WORD document (12 pt. Times New Roman) to me before the
submission deadline (date below) along with any photos you would like included (jpg format). If you have
questions about your submission, please email me. If I have questions about your article, I’ll let you know;
otherwise your article is likely to appear in the next ‘The Hum’! The submission deadline for the next
newsletter is October 3, 2011. Please email your submissions to: ncharbeneaulgf@gmail.com. I look
forward to hearing from you!

Artwork by Mary Beth Stowe
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest
by Jane Lyons, Vice President
Springtime at Reserva Las Gralarias follows a fairly predictable pattern. It rains a lot. We quickly plant the
seedling trees that we have been cultivating for the past few months so that they will have a long growing
season with plenty of water. We are very busy with our birdwatching and other guests especially in January,
February and March. We also have numerous student classes and field researchers who come to study the
amazing diversity of life that erupts in our Pacific-slope Andean cloud forest as the rainy season gets
underway.
Fortunately this year we were able to continue some previous field work
with researchers from 2010 as well as to welcome new researchers. Intern
Tim Kell and volunteer Vicki Liu continued Tim´s butterfly work from
2010 of identifying the species at RLG and also added some new
components - rearing the eggs and larvae of about 80 different species of
butterflies and moths, identifying their host plants and conducting butterfly
transects. The results so far have been truly stunning.
We also hosted soon-to-be-PhDstudent, Carl Hutter who continued
our frog research. Working tirelessly
for four months along with Henry
Imba who assisted our 2010 frog
researchers, Carl has made some
impressive discoveries and documented never-before-seen behavior of a
number of species of frogs. Under the supervision of Dr. Juan
Guayasamin, LGF Board member and Professor at the Biodiversity and
Climate Change Research Center of the Universidad Tecnológica
Indoamérica, Carl and others have found 6-7 undescribed species of frog
at Las Gralarias. We eagerly anticipate the results of their exciting work.
This spring for the first time we hosted two classes of botany students, one
a class of basic botany and one a specialized course on ferns taught by
professors from Quito´s Catholic University, the New York Botanical Garden
and the Missouri Botanical Garden. We also hosted two study-abroad
students from the University of Wisconsin who helped with our frog
research.
So it has been a
very busy and
exciting time at
Reserva Las
Gralarias! The field
research conducted
will be analyzed,
published and added
to the much-needed
database of
information about the animals and plants that call the
cloud forest their home. The more we know about
our flora and fauna the better we can conserve them.
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest continued:
By April as the seasons begin to change and warmer weather tries to take over, we always experience some
impressive thunderstorms. And finally, as spring gives way to summer and the rains subside, we are treated to
some of the most spectacular sunsets.
However, as beautiful as summer is,
I am always sad to see the springtime
rainy season, with its nesting birds and
singing frogs and blooming orchids,
come to an end.

We are very proud of all the good work at Las Gralarias and on behalf of Las Gralarias,
and are delighted that our team includes the following stars:
Congratulations to Kathy Krynak, our LGF Secretary and Board Member, who was instrumental in
launching the frog research at Las Gralarias. Kathy has been awarded a 3-year National Science Foundation
grant and an EPA STAR Fellowship grant to conduct her PhD research in the USA and at Reserva Las
Gralarias on the chytrid fungus that has decimated frog populations world-wide.
Congratulations to Tim Kell and Vicki Liu for graduating with their Masters of Science degrees with
distinction and for the new species, range extensions and life ecology data they have recently collected at Las
Gralarias which is currently being analyzed.
Congratulations to 2010 RLG field researcher Lizzie Noble, who also graduated with her MSc with
distinction and who now is working in Colombia where she has recently re-discovered the Red-crested Tree
Rat which had not been seen in 113 years!
Congratulations to biologist Carl Hutter who has been accepted to the PhD program at New York´s
Stony Brook University to continue his work on frogs.
Congratulations to biologist Ana Salgado, our lead 2010 frog researcher, who graduated from the
Catholic University in Quito.
Congratulations to 2010 volunteer Nicole Dautel who graduated from Duke University and has a paper
soon to be published on the field work she did at Las Gralarias on the glassfrog Centrolene lynchi.
Congratulations to Henry Imba, our 2010-2011 eagle-eyed frog research assistant (and little brother of
our reserve caretaker Segundo Imba) for his high school graduation and his acceptance into the Environmental
Engineering program of the Universidad Tecnológica de Chimborazo.

Artwork by Mary Beth Stowe
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Be Our Guest: Actinote ozomene cleasa
By Tim Kell and Vicki Liu
The genus Actinote is exclusive to the Neotropics and
can be identified by the round elongated wing shape,
flattened antennal club and dark wing venation that is very
noticeable on the hind wing. It is thought that Actinote are
chemically defended from predators.

Actinote are sun-loving butterflies and
normally occur in open areas associated with
disturbed habitats. Reflecting this, Actinote
ozomene cleasa is common at Las Gralarias and
can be seen regularly in the regenerating pasture
areas and around the houses. We have observed
that the female of this species lays about 50 eggs
in a cluster, each one taking about 3 weeks to
develop and hatch.
The larva (caterpillar) of A. o. cleasa is uniform dark bearing a yellow stripe down each side with spines
coming off around the body. Don’t touch these spines though! I accidentally did and it felt like a bad nettle
sting, and I still had marks on my arm three days afterwards!
We are currently rearing
this species from eggs all the
way through the different
instars up to adult (butterfly)
form. This is part of a wider
goal where we are attempting
to rear as many caterpillars
into moths or butterflies as
possible to discover the life
histories of these amazing
creatures as well as the host
plants they are dependent
upon.
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In the Spotlight: LGF Webmaster Marty Calabrese
By Tim Krynak, President
Las Gralarias Foundation (LGF) is very lucky to
have Marty Calabrese as part of our team. Marty, a native
of Shaker Heights Ohio, is the Science Resource Center
Coordinator at The Cleveland Museum of Natural History
(CMNH), and volunteers his time as the LGF Webmaster.
A webmaster is someone who constructs and administers
a website, but Marty goes above and beyond by
volunteering his time to manage the website domain,
hosting and designing the site, and managing content.
This allows for user access to updated photos from
Reserva Las Gralarias, our newsletters and more.
Visit www.lasgralariasfoundation.org frequently for new
content!
When asked how he came to work with LGF, Marty
stated “working with Tim Krynak at Cleveland
Metroparks Rocky River Nature Center (RRNC) during
LGF’s inception back in 2005, I learned of the need for
LGF to have a website for reaching a global audience”.
With experience in creating websites, a strong belief in
LGF's mission and free access to a server for hosting the
website data, it was only a matter of time before we
teamed up.
Marty goes on to say that “Preserving the reserve
biodiversity and educating surrounding community is a
difficult, yet rewarding mission. My hopes for LGF are many, though it would be exciting to know that
primary research studies are continually conducted on the reserve. However, in these unpredictable economic
times, perhaps what I should be wishing for LGF as a non-profit driven by a generous donor community, is to
remain financially sustainable so that it's mission and good work may carry-on through the years.”
In Marty’s free time, he likes to hang out with his wife, family and pets. As far as hobbies, Marty likes to
mountain bike, to get his hands dirty in his garden and bird-watch until his neck hurts.
Marty’s love for the natural world has been influenced by many factors. When asked about this, Marty
emphatically stated: “The naturalist staff at Cleveland Metroparks strongly influenced and shaped my career
path. Sharing a similar passion for wildlife education, they encouraged me to stick with my dreams. I have
been really lucky in that I've had strong mentors. I feel it necessary to mention two true professionals and past
supervisors that have demonstrated that making a difference comes in all sizes. Ken Gober, now retired
Manager of RRNC and Harvey Webster, Director of Wildlife Resources at CMNH, never made me feel as
though I was being supervised as a rookie; they managed me as a coworker and a colleague.”
Marty has an ongoing love affair with the natural world and all of the biodiversity within. There was a
point early in his career when he noticed those around him didn't share such passion for wildlife. He quickly
learned that education is a valuable and necessary tool for the enhancement of local, regional, and global
conservation. As Webmaster for LGF, Marty is certainly achieving his goals of educating public about the
wonders of the natural world.
Thank you Marty for your hard work and dedication!
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Foundation Support
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Contributing Friends:
Spencer & Wilma Duffey
William Fiero
Gregg Gorton
Anne & Jon King
Dave Lambeth
Dr. Larry O’Meallie
Kathy & Dave Tickner
Artwork by Mary Beth Stowe

New and Renewing Memberships:
Spencer & Wilma Duffey
William Fiero
Gregg Gorton
Anne & Jon King
Dave Lambeth
Dr. Larry O’Meallie
Kathy & Dave Tickner

General Donations:
Phyllis Seiz

Volunteers:
Marty Calabrese - our fantastic webmaster
Carl Hutter – for his frog research and help with butterfly work at the reserve
Henry Imba – for helping with frog research at the reserve
Vicki Liu – for helping with butterfly and other work at the reserve
Redmar Woodstra, from Holland— for helping with documentation of bird activity
The Las Gralarias Foundation board – for all the time they volunteer to do the work of the foundation
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. Over the past decade we have purchased over 1,000
acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland, provided
meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented field
research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local schools.
We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase
_______ BUSINESS

Field Research

Environmental Education

ALLIES: Business donors of $250 and up

$2000+ - "PLATINUM PLATE-BILLED MOUNTAIN-TOUCAN"
$1000-1999 - "GOLDEN TANAGER"
$500-999 - "SILVER CAECILIAN"
$250-499 - "BRONZE-OLIVE PYGMY-TRYANT"
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Donors of $1000 or more

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500-999
_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $26-499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

Name:
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and send
this form and check to:

Membership information (Please print)
Name:

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.

Mailing Address:

24140 Gessner Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit: www.justgive.org

Email address:
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In Memory of

The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.

501 (c )(3) organization

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Board
President: Tim Krynak MS (Ohio)*
Vice President: Jane Lyons Ph.D. (Ecuador)*
Secretary: Katherine Krynak (Ohio)*
Treasurer: Jo Ann Kubicki (Ohio)*
Membership: Mary Ann Beauchemin, MS (Texas)
Newsletter: Nancy Charbeneau MLA (Texas)*
Bob Barth Ph.D. (Texas)*
Noreen Damude (Texas)*
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Juan M. Guayasamin , PhD. (Ecuador)
Jeffrey Miller Ph.D. (Oregon)*
Shamus Terry (Wisconsin )*
Edward Krynak (Michigan)
Web Master: Marty Calabrese MA (Ohio)

* Indicates a founding board member
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Stamp

24140 Gessner Rd.
North Olmsted, OH 44070

10

