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SeñorTim’s Tales
by Tim Krynak, President
I always seem to be searching for projects to increase the understanding of
the natural world. Mike Farmer from Texas recently introduced me to bird
night flight call recording and now I am hooked. Nearly every morning I grab
a cup of coffee and check the night flight audio file. This small white bucket
with a microphone attached to my chimney records all night long. With a
couple of programs snipping out the possible flight calls into single short files
and with some sorting you now have a snapshot of migration. The first call I
recorded this August was a Bay-breasted Warbler on it’s the long journey
south. (This is cool!) The goal of Oldbird, the company that produces the
recording device, is to unravel some of the mysteries of these nocturnal
migrants so that conservation can focus on migratory routes.
How does the
night flight recorder
relate to Ecuador,
Las Gralarias
Foundation and
Reserva Las
Gralarias (RLG)?
October 7th there was
a huge nocturnal
flight over my house.
I counted 190 calls and while most were sparrows, the thrushes (Swainson’s
and Gray-cheeked) had a good representation with a few warblers mixed in.
All night under the protection of darkness they moved south over pristine
parks and preserves, cities and suburbs including over my home. This
snapshot of these amazing migrants heading to South and Central America rely
on forest cover in two continents for their survival. Several species of warblers
and thrushes eventually arrive at RLG to spend several months in the tropical
forest. The total scope of migration is very hard to comprehend and is aweinspiring!
In this issue of The Hum you will read about other fantastic new projects
and individuals working at RLG. Scientists, students, volunteers and reserve
workers observe something unique almost daily and are continuously adding to
the encyclopedia of natural history knowledge. Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Senor Tim’s Tales page 1

Our continuing conservation efforts of land purchasing, forest and stream restoration from cattle and human
impact is vital for the critically endangered animals and plants found nowhere else on earth. Our “reach” to
new potential supporters continues to grow with efforts via facebook, personal interviews, programming,
websites, visiting clients and this newsletter; all with the ultimate goal of protecting the beautiful and majestic
forest and watersheds of this small region of the world.
Donations continue to come in slow but steady for our Five Frog Creek Headwater project and we are
hoping they increase with the recent media attention we’ve received and year end donations. This lofty
$150,000 goal is to purchase a 250 acre parcel containing the headwaters of the Santa Rosa River we call Five
Frogs Creek. Five Frog Creek is very critical for several endangered amphibians found nowhere else in the
world, and they are living alongside the neotropical visitors that may pass over my (and your) house at night.
From all of us at Las Gralarias Foundation and Reserva Las Gralarias, thank you all for your continued
support!

Species Profile: Lepidoblepharis conolepis
by A.F. Artega of Tropical Herping (edited by Katherine Krynak)
Lepidoblepharis conolepis commonly known as Hojarito pinchudo, is a small 59—90mm inconspicuous
terrestrial gecko found within the elevations of 1600–2200 m on the pacific slopes of the Andes. It is endemic
to northwestern Ecuador, and is known from 8 localities within the provinces of Cotopaxi, Pichincha and
Santo Domingo. In the parish of Mindo, the gecko has been
seen at Reserva Las Gralarias. The species was only
recently described (Avila-Perez, 2012) and named after its
conical shaped scales. Common, but seldom seen,
Lepidoblepharis conolepis is a diurnal, cryptic and
terrestrial denizen of the leaf-litter within primary and
secondary evergreen montane forests (including
cloudforest). It appears to be fond of (but not restricted to)
cool and moist microhabitats, such as near streams or under
rotten logs. As it turns out, this gecko does not tolerate heat well (and thus open areas), and will quickly
become thermally stressed if left under direct sun exposure, or even if handled for longer than just a few
seconds. It indeed is very delicate and therefore loses its tail easily as a self-defense mechanism. Nothing is
known about its reproductive habits, though other Lepidoblepharis lay a single egg at a time. This gecko is
preyed upon by Liophis albiventris, an olive colored snake also found at RLG (Krynack, 2012).
Lepidoblepharis conolepis is considered to be an endangered species and is listed in this category because of
its limited extent of occurrence, its dependence on forested environments, its susceptibility to raising
environmental temperatures and its limited capacity for dispersal. Therefore,
habitat destruction and prolonged periods of drought may be negative ly be
affecting populations of this delicate lizard.
Captions & photo credits:
Top photo: Adult male Lepidoblepahris conolepis from Mindo by Tim Krynak
Map shows (in red) the potential distribution of Lepidoblepharis conolepis in
Ecuador by Belen Baus, 2012 © Tropical Herping
Note: This article was originally published: Arteaga AF (2012) Lepidoblepharis
conolepis. In The Amphibians and Reptiles of Mindo. Version 2012.a., eds
Arteaga AF, Bustamante-Enríquez LM and Guayasamin JM. Available at:
www.tropicalherping.com/articles/inventories/mindo/main.html
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest
by Jane A. Lyons, Vice President
Our busy summer has continued
unabated. We built our SOS-funded small
nursery to expand efforts at propagating
native plant species critical for our rare
species of birds and frogs as well as for
general reforestation. We welcomed
Peruvian botanist Wilson Ramírez, a
graduate student at the Universidad
Tecnológica Iberoamérica, who is helping us
identify key plant species for our mapping
project and also for a printed guide to our
plants. Tim Kell and Vicki Liu collected hundreds of seeds, seedlings and flowering plants for the project.
We enjoyed hosting
numerous visitors to the
reserve, including Steve
Waldron and Darcy Barry
(see article and photo on
page 7) who subsequently
set up our Facebook page
which then led to a
variety of publicity both
over the internet and in
the print media, including
a beautiful full page
spread in one of
Ecuador´s national
newspapers! See:
http://news.mongabay.com/2012/0828-hance-interviews-jane-lyons.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2012/09/120910_ecuador_reserva_jane_am.shtml
http://www.eluniverso.com/2012/09/23/1/1430/reserva-mindo-alberga-especies-nuevas-amenazadas.html
Volunteer Max Levy from the UK spent his twentieth birthday and
two months documenting bird activity at the reserve. His many records
of the tiny and adorable but very scarce and difficult to find Ochrebreasted Antpitta were important additions to our bird records as were
many others of his observations.
We also finalized some of our fauna inventories, including our first
official RLG Checklists of Dragonflies and Damselflies, Lizards, and
Mammals. Check them out at:
http://www.reservalasgralarias.com/Publications Continued on Page 4
Captions & photo credits:
Top 4 photos: Jane Lyons
Bird photo: Ochre-breasted Antpitta by Max Levy
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Continued from Wisps from the Cloud Forest page 3

In addition we continued work on
several lengthy frog, bird and butterfly
research projects. We caught some nice
photos on our trail camera in August,
including our best photo yet of a Littled
Spotted Cat (Oncilla or Tigrillo) and our
second photo of an Andean Coati (the
first was at our fruit feeders).
We were amazed to observe up to 21
species of hummingbirds (!!!) at our
feeders including, two new species not
recorded before on the reserve: Buff-fronted Starfrontlet and Tyrian Metaltail, both species normally found at
higher elevations!! And on 29 September we welcomed back our firstof-season Blackburnian Warbler, one of our favorite northern migrants.
We will enjoy offering Las Gralarias as their safe haven and
overwintering home until next April when they head back to North
America for their breeding season.
Captions & photo credits:
Top two: Oncilla and Andean Coati via trail camera
Right: Blacburnian Warbler by Tim Krynak

Foundation Update
By Katherine Krynak, Secretary
I would like to start this update with a big ‘Thank You!’ to those have donated
to Las Gralarias Foundation’s (LGF) land acquisition since we began raising funds
for the Five Frog Creek Headwaters Project! Since the last newsletter we have
raised $1,000 towards our goal of $150,000.
For those of you new to LGF, in accordance with our mission, we are raising
funds to purchase land currently available which would help to protect Five Frog
Creek and the surrounding Choco old-growth forest! As stated in the recent IUCN
article: Mixed News on the Rediscovery of Rare Frog Species in Ecuador (click on
link below to see the full article), critically endangered amphibians found nowhere
else in the world are dependent on the health of this headwater creek system.
This available upland habitat is crucial for the protection of this stream
ecosystem. The 250 acres available will cost $150,000 and we are working very
hard to secure the funds for this purchase through grant opportunities and the use
of our restricted funds for land purchase; but we are still in great need of donations.
Please consider helping LGF acquire this land by participating in our donation drive called the “Five Frog
Creek Headwaters Project”. Please visit http://www.lasgralariasfoundation.org/extras/5FrogCreekPPT.pdf
for a slide show with additional information regarding this project and how YOU can help!
Remember 100% of your donations are directed to the conservation action you choose! Please see page 9for
information on how to Join the LGF flock!
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Be Our Guest: The Cryptic Torrenteer
By Carl Hutter
While at Reserva Las Gralarias, Henry and I adventured to the upper site of the reserve and down the
newly created “Timmi’s Amazing Trail” to the remote second creek. This creek has rarely been explored, and
our goal was to seek out new frogs. The trek was definitely a challenge – it was about a three hour hike each
way and seemed to be uphill both ways!
Upon our first arrival, we began searching the surprisingly quiet stream; we heard some occasional “ticks”
coming from the Las Gralarias Glassfrog (Nymphargus lasgralarias). Within the first thirty minutes, down a
section of the stream we were maneuvering with a machete, Henry and I saw two purple glowing eyes on top
of a large aroid plant. They were positioned quite high along a steep slope near the stream. “What is that - a
rat?!” I proclaimed to Henry. Neither of us could figure out if it was a frog or some other animal! So I took
out my camera, took a picture, zoomed and enhanced, and sure enough, it was a large frog!
We were very surprised as we had never seen anything like
it! So we went over to the slope, and we climbed up the
muddy wall and captured the frog. The frog was quite large; it
was about the size of my hand! We curiously examined the
golden-specked, blue-bellied frog, and then determined that it
was a Treefrog (Hylidae). We brought the frog back to the
station, keeping it in the lab, to show everyone our amazing
find. The next morning, we went to retrieve the frog, and it
had disappeared from its plastic container! We spent the
morning searching the lab for the frog, to no avail. In the
afternoon, Henry had found it sleeping within a stack of tissue
papers! It seems that this frog was quite strong to have
escaped a sealed container, and thus we named him “Hercules”.
Attempting to identify this mysterious new frog was difficult as it did not resemble any other Treefrog. We
contacted Dr. Luis Coloma, and he informed us that the frog was a new species that he was in the process of
describing! Dr. Coloma thought that it would be best if we pooled our data and described the species together;
however more specimens were needed. Henry and I took the challenging trek back to the stream to find more
individuals, and we only succeeded in finding one additional frog after about 50 total hours of searching. It
was very clear to us that this frog was very rare at the reserve. I also assisted Dr. Coloma in locating more
specimens at the frog’s other known locality, Cuellaje. Here, we also found additional specimens of a
brilliantly colored orange Treefrog, related to our Hercules frog.
The new species at RLG was described in July of this year and given the name Hyloscirtus cryptico, The
Cryptic Torrenteer. Additionally, the orange-spotted Treefrog was described alongside this frog, and named
Hyloscirtus princecharlesi, in honor of the conservation efforts of Prince Charles of Wales! Both the frogs
received extensive press coverage, noting that they are both critically endangered and very beautiful frogs.
Reserva Las Gralarias is becoming quite famous for the amazing frog
diversity it protects! Since H. cryptico occurs at RLG, it is also likely
that H. princecharlesi is also present since they tend to share ranges;
which would add yet another remarkable frog to the ranks at Reserva
Las Gralarias! The search continues!
Caption and photo credits: Both are the Cryptic Torrenteer by Carl
Hutter
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Achieving our Goals
by Jane Lyons, Vice President
Sometimes it is not easy to stay focused on one´s goals. This can be
especially true of conservation groups who must rely on funding from a
myriad of sources, some of which may request certain favored activities
that may not even be associated with the group´s stated goals. That is why
it is important for us to periodically take a look to see if we are in fact
maintaining our course and achieving our stated goals.
Our goal is conservation through habitat purchase and protection,
conservation-oriented field research and environmental education. All of
this, of course, requires money which in our case comes from visitors,
donations and grants.
We are constantly amazed at and humbled by the generosity of
our supporters. Our habitat purchase and protection efforts have
so far conserved 1063 acres of cloud forest that include four
extensive waterway systems. We are now slowly but surely
raising the funds to purchase additional land adjacent to our
uppermost watershed and its surrounding forest. You can help us
achieve this by donating to the Las Gralarias Foundation using our
donation form at the end of the newsletter.
Our recent field research activities have found that Reserva Las
Gralarias (RLG) is home to at least two Near Threatened plant
species, six Endangered plant species, one Critically Endangered
tree species and one species of tree officially considered to be extinct! Field researchers have recently found
what appears to be a new genus of butterfly and a new species of fruit fly. Our waterways are home to four of
the world´s rarest frog species, two not seen for some 25 years and two just described to science this year.
RLG is also home to 25 Chocó endemic bird species and various rare and barely-known mammal. These
exciting field research activities are ongoing.
The importance of Reserva Las Gralarias was recognized by the Save Our Species (SOS) program of the
IUCN-World Bank-Global Environment Facility and by the Universidad Tecnológica Iberoamércia which are
funding some of our research activities. In addition, the SOS grant provides funding to expand our
environmental education and community outreach program which so far has included presentations by Tim
and Kathy Krynak as well as donations of equipment and materials and funds for textbooks to local school
children. Our expanded activities will begin within the month at three local schools and will focus on the
importance of preserving our watersheds for the water itself but
also for all of the plants and creatures that depend on them.
Helping children and local people understand how the water
depends on the forest as much as the forest depends on the
water will be a critical component of this program. We look
forward to implementing these important activities as part of
our overall conservation goal.
Maintaining and protecting Reserva Las Gralarias for the
well-being of so many rare and endangered plants and animals
is a responsibility that we take very seriously. We sincerely
appreciate all of the support we have received so far and we
look forward to continuing our work.
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In the Spotlight: “Like Us!”: Cloud Forest Conservation Through
Social Networking. By Steve Waldron
Greetings! I am Steve Waldron, a naturalist from Seattle,
residing in the far corner of the cool and mossy Pacific Northwest,
USA. My wonderful girlfriend, Darcy, and I visited Reserva Las
Gralarias (RLG) this last June in pursuit of neotropical wonders in
the cool and mossy Pacific Northwest of Ecuador. Our days at RLG
flew by on the wings of coronets and sylphs and dawn serenades of
antpittas. We were both deeply restored by our experience in the
timeless wonder of the Andean cloud forest protected at RLG. Once
home, I started to concoct ideas on how I could further support the
conservation efforts at RLG from distant Seattle. Having witnessed
some successful projects come to fruition through the power of social networking on Facebook.com
(including the successful wooing of my wonderful girlfriend, Darcy), I asked Jane if she would mind if I
conducted a little experiment in conservation through social networking: to set up a Facebook page for the
reserve itself and broadcast frequent updates from the field. On this page I would share natural history
observations and inspiring cloud forest imagery, spreading RLG’s mission to a network of nature-minded
friends-of-friends. Jane said, “Go for it!” and I did.
Once the Facebook page was established, we started getting favorable results almost immediately! The
well-known internet rainforest and environment news website, Mongbay.com, agreed to do an interview with
Jane and her work as a private cloud forest reserve conservationist. It is a wonderful document about the
history of the reserve and Jane’s vision of cloud forest conservation and I highly recommend reading it. It
was timely that as I was establishing the Facebook page, the publication of a seminal paper describing
Hyloscirtus criptico from RLG and of course, H. princecharlesi came out simultaneously and swept through
the media. Reserva Las Gralarias’ reputation as a haven for rare and threatened cloud forest anurans is now
globally known. The Mongabay.com interview led to more media coverage for the reserve including an
interview with BBC World and a full page spread with color photos in one of the Ecuadorian national
newspapers. It is hoped that this media coverage will continue to generate interest in RLG and cloud forest
conservation in general. It amazes me how few people, even naturalists, know what a cloud forest is or about
the many biological wonders that dwell there. In the end, we will only conserve what we know and protect
what we love. I am hoping to spread the cloud forest love through one Facebook “like” at a time.
You can help support this mission by sending me photos you might have of the wonderful Reserva Las
Gralarias biota to share on the RLG Facebook page. I am especially in need of high quality bird, frog and
orchid photos as these charismatic subjects seem to resonate most with Facebook users and draw the most
attention. I will, of course, give credit to all photographers. Darcy and I took nearly 4,000 photos of RLG
during our week-long stay but our subject matter was mostly limited to botanical subjects of those cool mossy
forests that we love so much. You can reach me at woodydebris@gmail.com or find me on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/woodydebris. Photo of Steve and Darcy by Steve Waldron

Newsletter Notes
By Nancy Charbeneau, Newsletter Editor
We are all really excited about all the publicity Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) is receiving due to the hard
work and ingenuity of our supporters. Please help us keep spreading the word! To submit an article for this
publication is send me a word document and a photo or two. It’s that easy! The deadline for the first 2013
Hum will be Monday, February 11th. I look forward to hearing from you at ncharbeneaulgf@gmail.com!
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Foundation Support
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Special Supporters:
Edith Elaine Nye - Land & Habitat Acquisition
Wayne Toven - Land & Habitat Acquisition

Contributing Friends:
Bill Davis
Tim & Kathy Krynak

New and Renewing Memberships:
Laurie Boylan & Dave Lewis
Mike & Sue Clark
Edith Elaine Nye

Orchid along a Reserva
Las Gralarias trail by
Nancy Charbeneau

Wayne Toven

Additional Donation for the Five Frog Creek Headwaters Project
Laurie Boylan

Special Gifts & Thanks:
Dr. Elisa Bonaccorso, Ecuador/Venezuela, and her students Mariela Palacios (Colombia) and
Wilson Ramirez (Peru) for SOS field project work and help with our plant study and inventory.
Diario El Universo newspaper and journalist Cecilia Zúñiga D. for full-page spread on Las Gralarias
(and to Dr. Juan Guaysamin for being interviewed)
Dusan Brinkhuizen, Ecuador/Holland, for photos
Ian Davies, Australia, for photos
Jaime García, Spain, for photos
Jeremy Hance, for Mongabay interview
Carl Hutter, USA, for photos and much help in our ongoing frog research
Tim Kell and Vicki Liu, UK, for photos and much work at the reserve
Alejandra Martins, for BBC World Service/BBC Mundo interview
Dr. Mónica Papes and Dr. Arpad Nyari, USA/Romania, for assistance in GIS mapping of the reserve.
Shamus Terry, LGF Board member, Vortex Optics, for donation of scope and tripod
Steve Waldron and Darcy Barry for setting up our Facebook page - Facebook.com/ReservaLasGralarias

Volunteers:
Marty Calabrese – our fantastic Webmaster
Max Levy, UK, for 2 months of good volunteer work documenting bird activity at RLG plus photos
The Las Gralarias Foundation board – for all the time they volunteer to do the work of the foundation
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. Over the past decade we have purchased over 1,000
acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland, provided
meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented field
research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local schools.
We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $1000 or more

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500 — $999
_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100 — $499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:
Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and
send this form and check to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
24140 Gessner Road

Mailing Address:

Email address:

North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit:
www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via
email

Todays Date: _____________
** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants or own
a business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, please contact
Tim Krynak at tkrynak@aol.com for more information.
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
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