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Kathy and I recently returned
from Ecuador and had the
pleasure of spending time with a
group of students from
Michigan’s Grand Valley State
University. With these students
and their professor, Dr. Eric
Snyder, we spent 11 days
exploring Ecuador’s flora and
fauna focusing on stream ecology,
conservation and Ecuadorian
culture. Each morning the group
would hike down to a stream, sample the macro-invertebrate community,
collect basic water chemistry, and map physical structure of the stream. The
goal is to establish an ongoing long-term monitoring program utilizing
students to collect and analyze data on a bi-annual basis. Each day once the
stream survey was complete, the student’s afternoon and evenings were free to
work on group projects including hummingbird behavior, beetle and frog
distribution and pollination.
While we were instructors/leaders/guides for this class, the students taught
us a great deal too. I learned to walk slowly (which is very hard for me), as the
students explored the trails on the reserve. They
took their time observing as much as possible, for
everything was a new discovery with each
observation being captured with a dozen different
cameras. Giant earthworms, caecilians, beetles,
birds, people and landscape memories will be
shared with family and friends for years to come. I
was reminded that simple acts of kindness and
generosity are worth more than anyone can
imagine. Continued on Page 2
Captions & Photo credits: Above: Student group
photo Right: Eric & Max. Photos by Tim Krynak
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To be part of these student’s college experience was
rewarding and I know their energy and enthusiasm will
be shared with others throughout their lives.
Switching gears….every visit I am still amazed of the
biodiversity of this little county. As the forest at Reserva
Las Gralarias continues to regenerate, more surprises are
showing up near the guest house. Frogs, birds, insects
and recently a family of tayras! As restoration continues,
there is still so much more to accomplish. There are
several parcels of property that are priorities to purchase
to ensure the forest, streams, and all their inhabitants
remain for future generations. We need to be financially
ready to take advantage of an opportunity as soon as it
arises. The support from all our members has been remarkable and we can never adequately demonstrate how
much we appreciate the generosity. During this visit I had the opportunity to meet and have lunch one of our
dedicated supporters. Bill Davis and his wife Cecilia live in Ecuador and every month they contribute to the
foundation though justgive.org. After seeing their names monthly in the Muchas Gracias page, it was great to
now put a face with his name and to be able to personally thank them for their support. I wish I could meet
and have lunch with every one of our supporters and say thank you. As the donations continue to add up it is
clear that our accomplishments have been a true team effort!
Captions and photo credits: Purple-bibbed white tip hummingbird. Photo by Tim Krynak

Species Profile: Tayras!
By Kathy Krynak, Secretary

Every morning Jane and the staff of Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) replenish the fruit and nectar feeders for
the tanagers, guans and hummingbirds, but apparently word of the yummy treats has spread in the animal
community. It was known (from pictures taken by the camera
traps located at the feeder sites) that opossums, bats and
kinkajous finish off the last bits of the fruit overnight, but
now there is a diurnal mammal scarfing down the bananas
before the poor birds have a chance to eat their breakfast!
Just the other day, when Jane was putting out the fresh fruit,
she heard someone in the forest growling at her! She turned
around and there he was, a Tayra! The first one that came in
jumped up to the feeders, took one banana slice and ran back
into the forest. The second one was a bit more greedy and
attempted to shove every last banana bit into his mouth before
he ran back to the forest with his spoils. Here in the states we
are always trying to come up with a way to keep the squirrels
out of our bird feeders, but keeping a tayra out of the food is a
much bigger challenge! Continued on page 3
Caption and Photo credit: Tayra (aka Banana burgler) by Jane Lyons
2

The Hum...

Volume 9 Issue 2

Continued from Species Profile page 2

The Tayras of Northern Ecuador (Eira Barbara senilis) are of the family Mustelidae, similar in appearance
to weasels, but larger, growing to be upwards of 16.5lbs (7.5 kg). Female tayras are known to give birth to 2-4
black furred youngsters, and like us, as they age, their fur becomes lighter/greyer in color. Commonly tayras
are called "cabeza del viejo" or old head, due to their wrinkly faces. They are agile tree climbers and have an
extremely varied diet including rodents, other small mammals, reptiles, birds, honey, fruits and even carrion.
Like our squirrels here in the US, tayras are also known to “cache” food to consume at a later date. They make
their homes in hollow trees, ground burrows, and sometimes make terrestrial nests of long grasses. Unlike
other Mustelids, tayras do not have the ability to delay embryonic development, a strategy used to increase
offspring survival by delaying development until environmental conditions are favorable; therefore this
species’ fitness could be considered to be more sensitive to changing environments. They are categorized as
“Least Concern” by the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature). The habitat protection
and stability provided by RLG and the Las Gralarias Foundation will undoubtedly aid this population’s longterm fitness.

Wisps from the Cloud Forest
by Jane A. Lyons, Vice President
The early spring rains at Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) always bring us changes – the migratory Green
Violetear hummingbirds, accompanied by a good number of Brown Violetear hummingbirds, show up in large
numbers in February/March to begin their courtship and nesting season. Resident bird species sing heartily to
defend their territories and attract mates for another nesting cycle, possibly the last before summertime. Sprigs
of green at the tips of tree branches indicate the new growth that has been nourished by the winter rains. And
the orchids begin to bloom. These are the most surprising to me as their development is so rapid – amazing
blooms suddenly appear where just a few days before there were none.
Ecuador is home to an unknown number of orchid species but estimates hover in the range of 4000. And
the cloud forests host quite a high percentage of these beautiful plants. Continued on page 4

Caption and Photo credit: RLG Orchids by Jane Lyons
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The family Orchidaceae is one of the largest families of flowering plants. There are well over 20,000
native species plus many hybrids and cultivated forms. They are considered an ancient family and probably
co-existed with the dinosaurs. The family includes the vanilla plant with an estimated age of 60 -70 million
years. Charles Darwin was among the first to study the complex and interesting processes of pollination in
orchids. And orchids are not only stunning flowers but of course serve their role within the cloud forest
system. In fact many species in the neotropics are pollinated by orchid bees or other small insects. The
flowers are also consumed as food by slugs! How’s that for beauty and the beast!!

Springtime also brings us breeding frogs and active mammals. When my cousin visited RLG in May he
was stunned to watch an adult Tayra feeding at our banana feeders just a few feet from where he was sitting
on the patio at the guest house. I was even more stunned when a second, young Tayra showed up minutes
later. These diurnal carnivorous mustelids are occasionally glimpsed but are known as shy and reclusive.
Tim Krynak also added another mammal to our list, a new bat species for the reserve, Artibeus rosenbergii,
that he netted while co-teaching a Tropical Biology course. And a great photo of a Spectacled Bear was
snapped by our neighbor’s camera trap. Wow - what a great month! Continued on page 5
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So 2014 is on record to be a stellar year. Not only are our plants and animals putting on a great show but
we are happy to welcome many international visitors this year. We have had guests from Australia and
Gibraltar who have seen their very first hummingbirds ever at our feeders. We have had guests from Japan,
Norway, the UK, Mexico, Panama, Singapore, and Canada; and we will be hosting guests from Holland and
Czechoslovakia and welcome tours for folks from India and Finland. We are also thrilled with our many
friends visiting from the USA.
Amazing how a love of nature
brings people together from such
distant lands!
Captions and photo credits:
Page 4: RLG Orchids by Jane Lyons
Page 5: RLG Orchids by Jane and
Spectacled Bear courtesy of
Richard Parsons, Bellavista Lodge

Foundation Update
By Katherine Krynak, Secretary
Currently Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) encompasses 1063acres (430 hectares) of protected land. Portions
of this land which were once used as grazing pasture for cattle are now being overtaken by the forest with
assistance from Jane and her RLG staff. So, what is our next step? Protect More Land!!! There are multiple
parcels currently available which would help us protect Five Frog Creek, the Santa Rosa River and would link
the two RLG properties together, creating continuous protected habitat for the flora and fauna of this biodiverse Choco Biogeographic Zone. Time is of the essence in terms of raising enough funds to purchase these
properties. The fear is that if we are unable to make these purchases, others will and they may or may not
have the same mission of cloud-forest habitat protection. We want you to know that EVERY PENNY
COUNTS. When you donate to Las Gralarias Foundation (LGF), 100% of the funds go to the project of your
choosing including categories such as land acquisition, education/scholarships for local and international
students, and reforestation efforts. Our foundation’s board absorbs all operation costs personally, ensuring
that your money is spent the way you intend. Continued on page 6
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There are many different ways you can assist LGF reach our fundraising goals.
Online donations are made easy using justgive.org. If you want to write a hard
copy check or money order, please make those out to “Las Gralarias Foundation”.
They can be sent to LGF President Tim Krynak (see address on page 9). And
finally, we are now set up to accept donations of stocks (Please email Tim Krynak
at tkrynak85@gmail.com for additional details). All donations are tax deductible.
Additionally, we still have a few of the John Maytas’s beautiful watercolor prints
available for $50.00. John Maytas was extremely generous in donating his art to
assist us in our fundraising efforts. With each penny we receive we get closer and
closer to protecting the three watersheds of RLG and all of their inhabitants.
Thank you in advance for your support and generosity!

Be Our Guest: Silently Stalking the Giant Antpitta
By Kylie Jones
My alert Ecuadorian guide, Segundo,
gestured me to be extra quiet, and pointed to
some as-yet unseen gem in the cloud forest.
Beckoning me to follow in his silent footsteps,
he crept along the trail. He had seen something
very special and was determined to show me.
Despite lugging a heavy camera backpack and
wielding two cameras, I did follow quietly and
caught a glimpse of some small shape
disappearing into the undergrowth. However
Segundo was not yet finished as he knew the
trail curved around, and that we may intercept it
yet. He flitted quickly and silently along the
path, until we curled around a bend and he quickly pointed – a brownish bird strutted quickly across the open
path quite some distance in front of us, and hopped up on a log. I took a few hurried photos with a long lens
and the shutter on quiet mode. It was the penultimate shot but it was loud enough that the bird noticed and
briefly faced us for the one last shot; then off it went about its business.
I had seen a Giant Antpitta. In the wild. With
no calls and no offerings of food. Just a darkish
nondescript but obviously special bird as
evidenced by Segundo’s expression and rapid
pointing at the entry in his bird guidebook.
Continued on page 7
Captions and photo credits: Photos by Kylie
Jones. Above: a typical scene along an RLG
trail. Right: A Spanish guidebook entry for the
Giant Antpitta.
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I was on a guided walk on 25 November 2013, during my three day stay
at Reserva Las Gralarias (RLG) hosted by Jane Lyons. Jane helped arrange
this extension of a photo tour of the Galapagos that I came all the way from
my home in Australia to enjoy. The tour ended in Quito and after looking
into what I could do in Quito for a few days, the cloud forest with its
hummingbirds and other amazing birdlife called me.
Segundo, a young Ecuadorian man who works at Reserva Las Gralarias,
spoke little English, but enough to kindly tell me my little Spanish was
‘bueno’ (good). He was outstanding at noticing everything from distant Cock
-of-the-Rock and Toucans in amongst the dense canopy, to tiny frogs, orchids,
caterpillars and .. Giant Antpitta (Grallaria giantea hylodroma). With few
words in common, the walks were quiet, fittingly so for seeking elusive birds.
After allowing me to take my fill of photos, he would show me the bird in the
guidebook, which I duly photographed to help label my photos later.
The morning guided walk took us along the Waterfall Trail to see and
photograph two waterfalls and all manner of birds, insects, flowers, frogs and
fungi. The afternoon took us along parts of Granny’s Trail, Guan Gulch Trail,
Sister’s Loop trail, Parrot Hill loop, and Sr. Tim’s Trail. It was along Sr. Tim’s trail that I was very fortunate
to see the Giant Antpitta at an elevation of 2071 meters, at 3:45pm. While a group of dedicated birders based
at Reserva Las Gralarias went elsewhere on a tour specifically to see this bird (and were unsuccessful), I, a
heathen non-twitcher, not even trying to find one, got to see one in its natural habitat. The irony that I didn’t
even know what the bird was that I was looking at until it was pointed out in the guidebook does not escape
me!
If you have ever thought of visiting the cloud forests of Ecuador,
please do. I spent hours photographing the entrancing hummingbirds at
the feeders around Reserva Las Gralarias, enjoyed the guided walks, owl
spotting at night with the birder group, and enjoying the beauty of the
cloud forests. The Giant Antpitta is classified as Vulnerable on the IUCN
Red List, as Kathy Krynak describes in the February newsletter, with
habitat loss as the main threat. In the cloud forests, clearing for
agricultural use and for the illegally logged timber is, as elsewhere, a
huge threat. By supporting conservation efforts like Reserva Las Gralarias through Mindo Bird Tours or
donating to or becoming a member of Las Gralarias Foundation, you can support the purchase and
rehabilitation of farmland in the area to extend the habitat of the giant antpitta and all the wildlife that call the
cloud forest home.
Captions and photo credits: Photos by Kylie Jones, Top left: The Giant Antpitta I saw on my trip.
Above right: A juvenile Pristimantis w.nigrum.

Newsletter Notes
By Nancy Charbeneau, Newsletter Editor
The deadline for the next Hum will be Monday, October 6th. I look forward to receiving any and all
submissions at: ncharbeneaulgf@gmail.com. Have a great summer!
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Foundation Support
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Special Supporters:
Sujaya Rao – insect biodiversity conservation

Contributing Friends:
Roy & Laurie Averill-Murray – with reoccurring monthly donations via JustGive.org!
Cleveland Natural Science Club – honorarium for talk given by Tim Krynak
Bill Davis – with reoccurring monthly donations via JustGive.org!
William & Jayne Fiero – greatest need
Michael & Jo Ann Hamm - Habitat Acquisition
Bryan Sperry

New and Renewing Memberships:
William & Jayne Fiero
Michael & Jo Ann Hamm
Sujaya Rao
Bryan Sperry

Complimentary Membership
Kylie Jones

Special Gifts & Thanks:
Dr. Eric Snyder for organizing a Tropical Biology Class from Grand Valley State University, Michigan, USA
Tim & Kathy Krynak – for assisting with teaching the Tropical Biology Class

Volunteers:
Marty Calabrese (USA) – our fantastic Webmaster
Steve Waldron and Darcy Barry (USA) – our Facebook
page gurus - Facebook.com/ReservaLasGralarias
The Las Gralarias Foundation board – for all the time they
volunteer to do the work of the foundation
Captions and photo credits: Above right: A mystery flower
from RLG. Left: Stonefly. Photos by Tim Krynak
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. Over the past decade we have purchased over 1,000
acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland, provided
meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented field
research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local schools.
We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $1000 or more

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500 — $999
_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100 — $499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:
Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and
send this form and check to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
24140 Gessner Road

Mailing Address:

Email address:

North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit:
www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via
email

Todays Date: _____________
** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants or own
a business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, please contact
Tim Krynak at tkrynak@aol.com for more information.
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
L AS GR AL AR IAS
FOUN DA TIO N INC .
501 (c )(3) organizat ion

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org
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