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I

work in the Natural Resources Department at Cleveland Metroparks, and
during the month of October we undertake our annual performance review.
While this may make some nervous, I have never worried about the process.
For me it is a time to reflect on the past year’s accomplishments, consider what
was not completed, and plan for the upcoming year. Overall, I feel that 2018
was a very productive year.
During October, the Las Gralarias Foundation also reflects as an organization
on its accomplishments and path for the future. This year our list of
accomplishments is long, and you will read about many of them as we share
some highlights in this newsletter. You will learn about 20 years of
conservation at Reserva Las Gralarias, LGF’s goals for the upcoming year and
beyond, land protection, students’ being introduced to tropical ecology,
restoration and reforestation, and cutting-edge biological research.
As I reflect on the past 20 years of RLG, I feel proud to have been a part of this
journey. I am very appreciative of all the people who have supported LGF’s
ongoing conservation, research, and education mission in this little, cloudy
corner of the world. I have observed the forest return from barren pasture,
witnessed young students become passionate about the environment and
become stewards of conservation, and have seen the continued advancement of
natural history knowledge. My
only regret is that I have not been
able to meet everyone who
supports what we are trying to
accomplish. Thanks to all of you
who are dedicated to working
towards these same goals and to
protecting the amazing
biodiversity of this small planet
that is our home!
I hope you enjoy our reflection on
the past 20 years of RLG.
Tim Krynak
Plate-billed Mountain Toucan

LGF President

Photo by Tim Krynak
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Foundation Update
By Katherine Krynak, Secretary

A

couple of years ago, I applied for a National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Research Grant to examine
the effects of anthropogenic change on the heritable expression of an organism’s immune defense traits.
Yes, I know, lots of jargon! But I wanted to study the idea that as we change the environment through
deforestation, pesticide use, and other land practices, we may be altering a population’s ability to evolve. I
used my experience working with the Las Gralarias Foundation and Reserva Las Gralarias as proof of my
dedication to conservation science. Long story short— I was not awarded the fellowship. However, this in
itself was not unexpected. These are very competitive grants, and my proposal needed some additional
clarifications. That said, one of the reasons given as to WHY I did not receive the award was that “LGF had
been raising funds, but hadn’t funded a land purchase in years.” Wow! This statement hit me hard. It takes
YEARS and a COMMUNITY of supporters to ultimately be able
to complete a feat like purchasing large swaths of land for
conservation. Yes, it has been years… but oh so worth
the wait. We have signed a contract for the purchase
of 250 acres of land contiguous with the upper
portion of RLG! Please read more about this in
Jane’s Wisps article!
Folks sitting in an office reviewing grants may
not have had the impetus to start a grassroots
conservation movement like we have at LGF.
That is their loss. Our grassroots community just
protected an additional 250 acres of habitat for
the inhabitants of this sensitive cloud forest
ecosystem. Our team rocks. YOU rock!
Pristimantis w-nigrum

THANK YOU!!!!

Photo by Tim Krynak

Newsletter Notes
By Laurie Averill-Murray, Newsletter Editor

T

his year marks the 20th anniversary of Reserva Las Gralarias, and this newsletter is dedicated to all of
RLG’s wonderful supporters who have helped make the Reserve what it is today. It is amazing what has
been accomplished in a relatively short time. The Reserve has expanded from 19 acres at its start to 1300
acres, including the recent acquisition of land in the Santa Rosa River watershed. The forest has regenerated
from clear-cut pasture to what we see today (“before” and “after” photos from RLG can be found on page 16).
New animals have been discovered and described from RLG, and others have moved in with regeneration of
the cloud forest. A new generation of conservationists have trained at RLG, gaining valuable research
experience and growing as people and citizens of the world. Read about the experiences of two such students
who received scholarships to visit and conduct research at RLG on pages 17 and 18. A link to a list of
publications and productions from and featuring RLG can also be found on page 5. And lastly, enjoy the
numerous photos of RLG’s supporters and visitors throughout the years as well as photos of some of the
amazing flora and fauna that inhabit the Reserve in Jane’s Wisps article (pages 3–16).
We hope that you enjoy this 20th anniversary edition of The Hum…!
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest: Our Twenty-Year Anniversary!!
By Jane A. Lyons, Vice President

T

he overriding goal of Reserva Las Gralarias and the Las Gralarias Foundation is conservation. Our
methods and objectives for achieving this goal are three-pronged: habitat conservation, environmental
education, and conservation-oriented field research. Since our founding in 1998 we have made amazing
advances in all three of our objectives.
This year, our 20th, I am happy to announce that on 6 September 2018 we signed a new land-purchase contract.
This purchase will give us an additional 250 acres of habitat adjacent to our upper site, giving us a total of 750
acres in that area and coming close to connecting to our lower sites. The newly-purchased property shares a
boundary of over 2 kilometers with our current
property and protects another half-kilometer
stretch of the Santa Rosa River. Reserva Las
Gralarias now protects 1302.5 acres (525
hectares) of Andean cloud forest habitat that is
crisscrossed by numerous waterways. Remember
that in 1998 we began with a purchase of only
18.75 acres (7.5 hectares).
Our habitat conservation work has included
habitat purchase and protection as well as
regeneration of cloud forest habitat along the
roads where cow pasture had been the only
habitat for over 60 years. We learned which
plants to plant as early fast-growing pioneers and
also for long-term regeneration as well as for reestablishing the entire forest cycle. This has been
a daily effort for twenty years—much work,
much trial-and-error—all of which has surprised
us by how quickly secondary successional forest
and then climax forest hardwoods have taken
back their land. We have even created a new
habitat type—called “regenerating pasture”—that
can be identified on satellite imagery.
We still continue caring for seedlings in our seed
beds and transplanting plants found growing in
the trails. We now have dozens of 10- to 15-yearold, 25+ foot tall hardwoods including Cloud
Forest Laurel (“Arrayán”), Cedrela montana
(“Cedro”), and Cloud Forest Mahogany (Carapa
sp.), various palms, and other native species that
are the key climax trees in this cloud forest and
View of the middle branch of the Santa Rosa River now within RLG
that are now growing throughout the previous cow
Photo by Jane A. Lyons
pasture. We also have healthy undergrowth
vegetation that is an integral part of any forest,
providing shade, cover, and nutrients that so many species of plants and animals utilize and which also serves
to maintain the moisture, regeneration, and health of the soil and, hence, of the entire forest itself.
During the past 20 years, land prices have skyrocketed in this region. In 2018 the price per hectare is ten times
what it was when we purchased our first parcel, and since we are buying large tracts of land the result is a very
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significant sum of money for each new purchase. We are so fortunate to have such generous long-term
supporters who have, over decades, donated every cent of our funding. A huge and resounding thank you to
these wonderful individuals, organizations, and companies for their commitment to conservation and their
ongoing support of our efforts. Clearly none of our achievements would have been possible without them.
We also have an incredible Board of Directors and Publications Team who selflessly have donated
uncountable hours of their own precious time and their awesome expertise to help our cause, and many have
also donated much funding. These folks are all true conservation heroes!
Thank you also to all the photographers and guests from 27 countries who have visited us, supported us,
donated their time, their information, and their photos to RLG.
We have also hosted and offered superb environmental education projects during our 20 years: basic birding
and nature hikes provided at local schools, numerous tropical biology courses and field projects, posters and
publications, volunteer and intern projects, and university student scholarships to help spread our conservation
message within Ecuador and beyond.

Our research projects began soon after we purchased the first
parcel of land. We began our bird banding project at RLG
(authorized by the Ecuadorian government) in 2000 and
continued it for 10 years. The results provided a baseline of data
for the main bird species in our transect areas as well as
interesting biometric, moult, and ectoparasite data.
We have hosted field researchers from 11 countries including Ecuador and have provided logistical and
financial support to field research projects for numerous BS, MS, and PhD programs as well as university
classes on general botany, ferns, herps, aquatic invertebrates, birds, mammals, butterflies, moths, skippers,
ants, soil, and habitat analysis. We supported and assisted in three IUCN Save Our Species field projects, two
Fulbright Scholarship field projects, and now an ongoing, multi-year Swiss-based research project on
hummingbird-plant interactions as well as annual tropical biology classes from U.S. universities and new frog
projects.
Our publications list includes the results of many field projects and a current total of 41 popular articles,
pamphlets, and books as well as scientific journal articles on new species discovered at RLG, discoveries of
new populations and first nests, discoveries of new biometric data, new vocalizations, new behavior, new
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records, new sightings—all of which adds to the scant knowledge about this astoundingly diverse Andean
cloud forest ecosystem and its native biota as well as important new data to the wider region and beyond.
Here is a link to an annotated list of our various publications, posters, press articles, and films, as well as the
link to back issues of our monthly “Chirps” and “Hum” newsletters and the links to the LGF and RLG
websites.
And with all of this, have our intended beneficiaries received what is
their due?
We now count regularly 18 species of hummingbird at our feeders as
well as dozens of flower-piercers, tanagers, thrushes, doves, guans,
brush-finches, and a total of some 300 species of birds seen on our
properties, some 38 species of mammal observed and photographed
in our forests and along our trails, and untold numbers of frogs,
anoles, insects, and orchids.

We have added to the knowledge of how to
regenerate and manage our protected lands for
long-term conservation, and our watersheds and
waterways are 100% protected on our lands.
Plus we have had the same staff during many years and have paid good working wages with all health and
social benefits based on the legal system of Ecuador, which benefits continually 14 families, 8 FTEs, and 6
contract staff. And we have paid all taxes as required by Ecuadorian law.
All of this is important for conservation and
also to show that conservation can pay its own
way. Conservation can protect species and
habitat, support research, support
environmental education, and pay good jobs
to employees. We are small-scale but, of
course, effective conservation can also be
achieved with even smaller scale or larger
scale efforts.
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We are happy to brag, pat ourselves on our backs, and
celebrate our achievements. However, we have no
intention of resting on our laurels. We will continue all
of our work as long as we can. My only regret is that we
cannot rent a jet to bring all of our wonderful supporters
down here to see what they have helped accomplish for
conservation and to celebrate our first two decades of
successes.

Thank you from everyone at RLG!
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Reserva Las Gralarias
June 2017

Same View June 2002
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Be Our Guest: LGF Ecuador Study Abroad Scholarship
Recipients Marissa Visser and Brendan Kobylik
Marissa Visser, Grand Valley State University

F

irst and foremost, I want to thank my professors, the scholarship donors, the Las Gralarias Foundation
Board, and the staff at Reserva Las Gralarias for giving me the opportunity to visit the Reserve during my
time in Ecuador. This was my very first hands-on research experience, and I learned valuable skills that I can
take with me into my future career. I am a senior at Grand Valley State University graduating in December
2018 with a degree in Biology and a minor in Environmental Studies.

I went into this experience hoping to learn skills that
couldn’t be obtained in the traditional classroom setting,
and my expectations were far exceeded. We applied our
macroinvertebrate sampling skills to ongoing stream
ecology research and participated in bat research being
done by our professors, Eric Snyder and Tim Krynak. We
were lucky enough to hear an Antpitta being called in, spot
a sneaky little Tayra stealing bananas from the bird feeder,
and hike down to beautiful cascades.

From left to right: Marissa Visser (scholarship
recipient), Tressa Myers (scholarship recipient), and
Kate Brewer

One of my favorite experiences was the
afternoon that we spent with Jane learning how
the tree canopy has been rehabilitated and
This is my favorite photo captured while at
planting a few seedlings of our own. I wasn’t too
the reserve. It was taken during our first
hike down to the Hidden Pools.
fond of the tarantula that crossed our path, but
it’s a memory that I will live to share! Here in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, I work at Friends of Grand Rapids Parks, a nonprofit organization that rehabilitates the urban forest
tree canopy. It was so interesting to learn how vastly different forest rehabilitation is in the cloud forest of
Ecuador, where trees sprout roots into the air, barely contacting dirt to begin rooting. How fascinating!
We were also given the opportunity to conduct independent research projects. My team was interested in
learning about the variation in soil composition at the Reserve, so we performed a soil and leaf litter analysis,
comparing four primary areas: an old growth stand, an intentionally regrown stand, an African honey grass
stand, and an actively used pasture. We found intriguing differences in nutrient levels between these areas.
Following the trip, my team put together both a paper with our conclusions (which we hope to publish soon)
and a geospatial map that others can use to continue our soil research at the Reserve in future years.
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We grew as intellectuals, but we also grew as well-rounded, collaborative, and culturally-minded individuals.
I hope to take the skills that I’ve gained while studying at Grand Valley State University and abroad, applying
them to sustainable education both in the United States and beyond.
Thank you for this opportunity! Marissa Vissar

Brendan Kobylik, Grand Valley State University

F

irst, I want to say thank you to everyone who made this experience possible and wow, what an
opportunity to get hands-on field biology experience! Jane Lyons, Tim Krynak, and Eric Snyder are very
intellectually engaging and knowledgeable about the ecology of Reserva Las Gralarias. They drove thoughtful
discussion amongst our group members about the different species and variation found in the Reserve, making
the experience more meaningful. My time at RLG has given me experience that no other place could have.
While there I had the opportunity to see wildlife and landscapes that left me in awe. Seeing animals like the
Yellow-breasted Antpitta and the Tayra in their natural environment was really spectacular! The night life on
the Reserve was also cool to see. All of the insects and other organisms that hide during the day come out at
night. It was like we had gone to a completely new area but they were there all along! The trails were lots of
fun to hike up and down despite being quite taxing. The landscape was visually breathtaking, and taking in the
sights while hiking in the forest made it all the more valuable.
The Reserve provided an excellent landscape and ecological gradient to study birds. My group’s research
project focused on identifying bird species at different elevations and aspects within the Reserve. The
variation in bird community by elevation was unlike anything we had expected—a change in elevation of just
100 meters and we observed different species. From tanagers to hummingbirds to the Andean Cock-of-the
rock, it felt like we saw it all, but we only scraped the surface. The cloud forest contained so much variety in
flora and fauna that it was breathtaking. Our research results supported our hypothesis: the number of species
that we observed differed by elevation and aspect. This type of study could be applied to different classes of
animals, giving inspiration for future research projects.
Coming to RLG has given me a deeper appreciation for the need for conservation. It is necessary for the
continued existence of species like the Yellow-breasted Antpitta. Without the conservation efforts put forth by
the Las Gralarias Foundation to conserve and protect species within the Reserve, this species surely would
have gone extinct. I am so extremely grateful for the opportunity to come and see the work being conducted at
RLG. I am also very pleased to see that such opportunities do not end with me and that other students will also
have this necessary opportunity. Studying and talking about the importance of protecting areas like RLG is
not as impactful as walking on and through the area itself. Seeing firsthand the variation and productivity in
the cloud forest that drives endemism and ecological niche variation was quite extraordinary.
Thank you again to those that made this
experience possible. M. Brendan Kobylik
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¡Muchas Gracias!
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Recognizing donations made since the last issue of The Hum… (April 2018 through September 2018)

Philanthropists:

Francie Bolter—for paying the renewal fees for the email used to send out the Chirp & The Hum...
William Fiero—for a generous gift for land
Ann Kovich—for volunteering at RLG for a month
acquisition and recurring monthly donations
teaching English to our staff and other activities
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory—for another very
George Mayfield—for volunteering to update our
generous gift for land acquisition in addition to past
RLG website
donations
Anne Meibohm—for arranging a matching gift from
Benefactors:
The Merck Foundation for her 2017 donation
Roy & Laurie Averill-Murray—for recurring monthly
The many visitors to RLG who have subsequently
donations
become wonderful supporters, raising money to buy
the remaining tracts of land needed to protect the
Contributing Friends:
entire Santa Rosa River watershed!
Francie Bolter
Volunteers:
Sarah Buchanan & Buchanan Fiber Co.
Roy & Laurie Averill-Murray—for editing The Hum...
Terry & Joanne Gorges
Francie Bolter—for serving as webmaster & editor of
Michael & JoAnn Hamm
the Chirp
Memberships & Supporters:
Kathy Krynak—for Las Gralarias Foundation and
RLG Facebook page updates [see Facebook.com/Las
Melissa Easley
Gralarias Foundation and Facebook.com/
Special Thanks to:
ReservaLasGralarias]
Brayan Arboleda—for helping to monitor birds as an LGF Board of Directors—for the time they volunteer
intern at Reserva Las Gralarias
to do the work of the Foundation

On this special occasion of our 20th anniversary, we want to thank all of you for your generous
support of our work! Your donations over the past several years have allowed us to purchase
250 acres of property in the Santa Rosa River watershed to become part of RLG. This is a huge
accomplishment for a small non-profit organization, and your help over the last several years
made it possible. In fact, we could not have done it without you! Please celebrate this fantastic
accomplishment with us!
But...we are NOT done yet! Your support is needed to purchase the remaining land required to
protect the entire Santa Rosa River watershed and to help fund our environmental education and
conservation-oriented field research programs. Remember to include LGF in your end-of-year
giving! 100% of all donations support the ongoing work at RLG. Please take a few moments to
either donate online via our PayPal page or send a check to help continue your support of this
incredible conservation project!
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. Over the past decade we have purchased over 1,000
acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland, provided
meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented field
research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local schools.
We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ PHILANTHROPISTS:
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $5000 or more

Donors of $1000–$4999

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500–$999

_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100–$499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:
Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and
send this form and check to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
24140 Gessner Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit:

www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via email

Mailing Address:
Email address:
Todays Date: _____________
** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants or own
a business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, please contact
Tim Krynak at tkrynak85@gmail.com for more information.

Donations are tax deductible!
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.

501 (c )(3) organization

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Board
President: Tim Krynak, MS (Ohio)*
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