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Take Action on
Earth Day!
22 April 2019
Donate time, money, or
support; help your local
environmental projects or
causes; plant native plants in
your yard and garden; vote
for the environment;
celebrate our home, planet
Earth!

SeñorTim’s
Señor
Tim’sTales
Tales
by Tim Krynak, President
By

W

ow, what a year it was in 2018! The highlight for me was completing
our most recent land purchase! I would like to thank everyone that
supported this cause and made it become a reality! This team effort
added approximately 250 acres to Reserva Las Gralarias and will help
protect multiple headwater streams that contain several rare, endangered, and —I am
sure—new species to describe while providing a forested corridor of nearly 1000 ft in
elevational change.
I am looking forward to exploring this parcel in June with a group of students from
Ohio Northern University and their professor Dr. Kat Krynak. These students are
enrolled in a Tropical Biology and Conservation course, and one of their activities
will be a Bioblitz of this parcel, searching for birds and butterflies during the day,
frogs and moths at night, and anything else they can find. As best as we can, we will
try and photo document all species that are found, thus providing a picture of diversity
at this one point in time. I am eager to see what discoveries will be made.
While this purchase was very important, we are not done! One goal is to connect the
upper and lower sections providing protection of the headwater streams of the Rio
Santa Rosa and Lucy’s Creek and all the plants and animals that find their homes on
their forested slopes. I cannot thank everyone enough for your continued support. I
feel that the conservation efforts that we all do in our daily lives are so very important,
especially in the current environmental situations – starkly described by John Vidal in
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/nature-destruction-climate-change-worldbiodiversity_n_5c49e78ce4b06ba6d3bb2d44.
I will be eager to
share our
discoveries so
stay tuned!

Donate to LGF
using debit, credit, or

Visit

Photo by
Tressa Meyer

www.lasgralariasfoundation.org\
contribute
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Be Our Guest: LGF Ecuador Study Abroad Scholarship
Recipient Tressa Meyer

W

hat words can someone
use to describe a lifechanging experience? It
was amazing? I learned
so much? For me, none of these expressions can touch how much my
life was affected by my time at
Reserva Las Gralarias in June 2018.
I’ve had months now to reflect on my
experience, and I suppose a few
things stand out more than others: not
only did I experience new feelings
and ideas that I had never dreamed
of, but I regained a deep-rooted love
and fascination with nature, as well as
a strong desire to protect it.
The cloud forest was unlike anything
I have ever seen before. The diversity, the life, the unique nature—all of
it was new and wonderful. Though
the terrain was crazy and difficult, I
loved simply walking around outside.

Tressa Meyer (2nd from right) with Las Gralarias Foundation President
Tim Krynak (left), Grand Valley State University Professor Eric Snyder (right),
and Study Abroad Scholarship recipients, Marissa Visser and Brendan Kobylik

Continued on page 3 ...

Newsletter Notes & Foundation Update
By Roy Averill-Murray, Newsletter Editor

T

his issue of The Hum … is relatively short and sweet. You definitely will enjoy Tressa Meyer’s account of her personal experience at Reserva Las Gralarias last summer. In his opening note, Tim
mentioned that, even with the recent purchase of an additional 250 acres in the reserve, we’re not
done conserving the local cloud forest and its inhabitants. In fact, shortly before this newsletter was
completed, another 215 acres adjoining the reserve has been put up for sale. The property runs along 2 km of
the current property, so it would be a significant addition to RLG. A photo collage beginning on page 4 serves
as a modest reminder of the diversity that RLG protects and the value of additions like this.
The expected asking price of the new parcel is about $160,000 ($800/acre). Unfortunately, with our most recent purchase, the Foundation lacks the funds for another acquisition. That’s where we hope you can come in.
If we can acquire this property, then we will have secured the key parcels along the Santa Rosa River. This
watershed is the only known or a significant locality for several endangered amphibians, including the Las
Gralarias Glassfrog, the Golden-flecked Glassfrog, the Bumpy Glassfrog (just found on the new acquisition!),
the Las Gralarias Rainfrog, and the shape-shifting Mutable Rainfrog, among others. While we are beginning to
formulate a fundraising plan, we would appreciate any suggestions, advice, or contacts about people or organizations who could help. Please send your ideas to Jane at jalyons593@gmail.com. Of course, your direct contributions are also immensely helpful; just use the link on page 1!
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… continued from page 2

The hummingbirds were so much fun to watch, zipping around like they felt time differently than I did. One of
the coolest things I saw was a tayra, scurrying up and down the trees, stealing bananas from the bird feeders.
The forest itself was beautiful, positively teeming with life. The trees were fascinating, and
the plant growth completely unique. To learn
that it only took about 15 years for the reserve
to come back from solely honey grass was
astonishing. The abundance of plant growth
during that time was phenomenal...and reassuring. It gives evidence to the fact that, with a
little bit of care and help, these ecosystems can
be returned to what they once were: a beautiful
community overflowing with life.
I don’t remember specifically what food we
had, but I do remember that all of it was absolutely delicious. I’m not a very adventurous
person when it comes to food, but everything
we had was fantastic, and definitely something
I would eat again. It was well-prepared and
served with care, and I could tell that a lot of
love went into making it. Not only were the
meals fantastic, but they were filling, which was
good, since our days were filled with activity.

Tayra eating bananas at guest house feeder
Photo by Laurie Averill-Murray

Each day was a new experience. My research
group focused on stream health and quality, so each morning after breakfast, we hiked to a different stream,
carrying buckets, nets, notebooks, and backpacks full of equipment. When we reached the streams, we did the
on-site work, like quick identification of insects in the water, as well as pH and temperature readings. After
insect collection was over, we packed up and headed back to the lab. After lunch, we spent hours in the lab
looking through microscopes and magnifying glasses to make sure our identifications were accurate, referencing manuals and books the whole time. The work was sometimes tedious, but worth it. Learning more about
the streams was wonderful, and it was exciting to have the opportunity to see insects that I would never get to
see in the United States.
The hikes themselves were crazy difficult. The worst hike was the one to Lucy’s Creek, since about half the
trail had not been cleared in a while due to a blockage of the path. Despite this, it was still fun to hike. I became known for completing the uphill portions of the hikes very quickly, but there was only one reason for
that. It wasn’t the fact that I was in shape; that definitely wasn’t it. No, it was the fact that I knew if I stopped,
I wouldn’t be able to keep going. That was something I ended up taking away from this trip and implementing
into my everyday life. By hiking those trails, I learned that, for me, the key to getting to where I want to go is
to just keep pushing and pressing on. It may get hard, and I may run out of breath, but I will get there.
Throughout my time at Reserva Las Gralarias, I learned wonderful new things and had fantastic experiences
that cannot be duplicated. By seeing things like tarantulas and giant earthworms, I think it finally clicked for
me that our world is much, much larger than just humans living on the land. Everything we do has an impact,
and we need to keep that in mind. By looking at places like the reserve, we as a people can gain an idea of how
we can help our earth heal. So go out, take a deep breath, and look around at the world around you. None of us
can live without nature, and we should be doing all we can to help restore what damage we may have done so
it can be enjoyed by countless generations after us.
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Biodiversity of Reserva Las Gralarias

J

ust a few beneficiaries of conserving the cloud forest and securing additional habitat around Reserva Las
Gralarias ...

Photos (clockwise from top): Broad-billed Motmot (Nick Keller), Kinkajou (Vicki Liu), Dappled Glassfrog (Roy Averill-Murray),
Golden-headed Quetzal (Tim Krynak), Pinocchio Rainfrog (Roy Averill-Murray)
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Photos (from top): Bicolor-spined Porcupine, Booted
Racket-tail, Orange-breasted Fruiteater, Goldenflecked Glassfrog (all photos by Tim Krynak)
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Photos (from top): Powerful Woodpecker (Roy AverillMurray), Pacarana (Jesse Delia), Andean Bear (camera
trap), Golden-bellied Snakelet (Roy Averill-Murray),
Mutable Rainfrog — the Punkrocker! (Ray So)
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Moths by Roy Averill-Murray

Reserva Las Gralarias Publications

T

wo books on the fauna of Reserva Las Gralarias are currently available:
•

The Hummingbirds of Reserva Las Gralarias (2017) by Jane A. Lyons

•

Mammals of Reserva Las Gralarias (2017) by Jane A. Lyons and Annalaura Averill-Murray
A 166-page, photo-filled book
documenting the natural history and
behavior of the hummingbird species
recorded in the gardens and forest of Reserva
Las Gralarias since 1998.
Available for purchase at RLG.
A listing of the 38 species of mammals
recorded at Reserva Las Gralarias with
in-situ photos of most.
Available for $15 (includes shipping cost) by
contacting laurieaverillmurray@charter.net
or by visiting RLG.

A list of research publications from work conducted at RLG, as well as species checklists for the Reserve can
be found at the RLG website here. This list continually will be updated to include recent publications.
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¡Muchas Gracias!

By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Recognizing donations made since the last issue of The Hum… (October 2018 through March 2019)

Philanthropists:
William & Jayne Fiero – for a generous gift for land acquisition and recurring monthly donations!
Glenn & Eileen Mahler – for a generous gift for additional land acquisition

Benefactors:

Contributing Friends:

Roy & Laurie Averill-Murray – with recurring
monthly donations!
Mary Ann Beauchemin & Gary Gray – in honor of
Jane Lyons
Carol Edwards
Glenn P. Hebert & Marilyn Cooper
Ann Kovich
Duane & Jeanne Kurapka
Jane Poss
Hazel J. Shaughnessy
Joan Strassmann

Bob Barth & Noreen Damude
Sarah Buchanan & the Buchanan Fiber Co.
Nancy & Randy Charbeneau
Robert Duffey
Thomas Drescher
Melissa & Sid Easley – in honor of Jane & Dusan
Brinkhuizen
Terry & Joanne Gorges
Michael & JoAnn Hamm
Sidney Palafox
Tim & Linda Torson
Bob Warneke
Heidi Wintersteen

Special Supporters:
Mike Gray & Cecilia Riley

Memberships & Supporters:
Fred & Cheryl Ann Dinkelbach
Anne Meibohm
Cathy Shambaugh
Alan Baratz & Janet Zinn – thanks to Jane

Special Thanks to:
Mike Gray & Cecilia Riley – for arranging a matching gift from ConocoPhillips for their 2018 donation
Anne Meibohm – for arranging a matching gift from The Merck Foundation for her 2018 donation
The many visitors to Reserva Las Gralarias who have subsequently become such wonderful supporters and are
helping us raise the money needed to buy the remaining tracts of land needed to protect the complete Santa
Rosa watershed!

Volunteers:
Roy and Laurie Averill-Murray (USA) editors of this newsletter - The Hum ...
Francie Bolter (USA) – our fantastic Webmaster & editor of the Chirp
Kathy Krynak (USA) – LGF & RLG Facebook page updates - Facebook.com/Las Gralarias Foundation and
Facebook.com/ReservaLasGralarias
The Las Gralarias Foundation Board of Directors – for all the time they volunteer to do the work of the
foundation.
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. With the help of our supporters, we have purchased
over 1,300 acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland,
provided meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation oriented
field research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local
schools. We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ PHILANTHROPISTS:
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $5000 or more

Donors of $1000 or more

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500 — $999

_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100 — $499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:
Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Please make check out to ‘Las
Gralarias Foundation’ and
send this form and check to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
24140 Gessner Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Or visit:

www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via
email

Mailing Address:
Email address:
Todays Date: _____________
** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants or own
a business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, please contact
Tim Krynak at tkrynak85@gmail.com for more information.

Donations are tax deductible!
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare endemic birds, plants and other animals as
well as supports reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.

501 (c )(3) organization

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Board
President: Tim Krynak, MS (Ohio)*
Vice President: Jane Lyons, Ph.D. (Ecuador)*
Secretary: Katherine Krynak, Ph.D. (Ohio)*
Treasurer: Jo Ann Kubicki (Ohio)*
Membership: Mary Ann Beauchemin, MS (Texas)
Bob Barth, Ph.D. (Texas)*
Nancy Charbeneau, MLA (Texas)*
Noreen Damude, MSc (Texas)*
Jeffrey Miller, Ph.D. (Oregon)*

The Hum…
Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
Newsletter

Shamus Terry, MA (Wisconsin )*
Edward Krynak, MSc (Michigan)
* Indicates a founding board member
Newsletter: Roy, MS, and Annalaura, MS, AverillMurray (Nevada)
Communication Coordinator: Francie Bolter, Ed.D.
(Arkansas)
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