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I

have no recent Ecuador stories to share, but you will read others in this
newsletter. I do, however, have a story from Ohio to share.

Recently, my co-worker John and I were looking for some small shrubs that he
had found a few years back. I wanted to locate them again to help protect
them. After searching for a while, I heard John yell, “Tim, over here!” “Did
you find the shrub?” I asked. “No, but take a look at this!” he called back.
While stomping down the hill, he had found
something intriguing. It was a small plant
with a lavender flower called stiff gentian
(Gentiana quinquefolia). John explained to
me that while there are historical records of
stiff gentian for the area, they had not been
documented for quite some time. On our
hands and knees, we were able to locate a
good number of plants. As John researched
more about the species’ distribution, he
discovered that there is only one other
known population in Ohio. This was John’s
first experience seeing this plant, and I could
feel his excitement. It was contagious!
In Cleveland, Ohio, in the shadow of urban
development, finding these treasures is
Stiff gentian
rewarding and motivating. Protecting this
Photo by Tim Krynak
little plant involves giving it space to grow,
controlling invasive plant species, and monitoring. I feel confident that this
population will survive for years to come.

RLG and the guest
houses have reopened!
After being closed since
March 2020, doors
reopened on

31 October 2021
For details, contact
jalyons593@gmail.com

Conservation starts in our own backyard. Common species can become rare,
and rare species can be locally extirpated or even become extinct. Global
climate change, deforestation, and urban development accelerate concern for
all plants and animals. I am grateful for John’s passion for plants, both
common and rare, and his enthusiasm motivates me.
I know that Las Gralarias Foundation’s supporters participate in conservation
in their own communities. Still, I am inspired by your enthusiastic support of
LGF’s mission of conservation in Ecuador. As we move forward with
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protecting more land, we will continue to protect both common and rare species that make up the cloud forest
community and the physical and emotional experiences they provide.
I am always looking for success stories. Please share them often; the more triumphs we hear about, the more
motivation we will have for continued conservation. If you would like, send one my way! I would love to hear
about it.
Thanks, Tim

Foundation Update
By Katherine Krynak, Secretary

T

he pandemic has been a challenge for us all, but the Las Gralarias Foundation has been standing strong
and continuing our mission. I’d like to start by congratulating our very own Nancy Charbeneau on having
her art work and garden featured in the Texas Gardener magazine! Also, we continue to work on updating the
LGF website, so stay tuned for the big release. Thank you, Jane Lyons and Nancy Charbeneau! All of this
great news will send us into 2022 with positivity and hope. I believe this coming year is going to be a great one
indeed, and hopefully the pandemic will finally be laid to rest in our history text books.
While we do indeed feel like this coming year will be a great one, this past month Dr. Eric Snyder of Grand
Valley State University (GVSU) had to make the painful decision to cancel his 2021 Tropical Biology course
due to academic registration constraints and the ongoing pandemic. Typically, Eric’s GVSU class visits
Reserva Las Gralarias every other year, trading off with my Ohio Northern University (ONU) class. The last
time the GVSU class visited RLG was in 2018, and the ONU class last visited in 2019. These study-away
courses are often life-changing for students, opening their eyes not only to the tremendous biodiversity of the
region that is in need of protection, but also to the culture of the people that call northwestern Ecuador home.
Students leave with a renewed energy for field science and conservation, as well as an understanding that
relationships (friends and family alike) are very important. We are very much looking forward to bringing
these classes back to RLG post-pandemic. These students are our future, and supporting such experiences is
something LGF strongly believes in.
In closing, if you would like to support our mission of enhancing conservation education for students visiting
RLG, or if you want your dollars to go towards land acquisition and restoration or conservation-focused
research, please specify this on your donation form or in the notes section of the PayPal option. Every dollar
that you give to LGF is allocated the way YOU want, and our board members are very proud of this fact.

Newsletter Notes
By Laurie Averill-Murray, Newsletter Editor

I

hope this newsletter finds you well and that you enjoy this latest edition of The Hum…! There is much to be
excited about as we welcome fall and anticipate a new year. Not only are migratory birds from the north
showing up at Reserva Las Gralarias (see Species Note, page 10), human visitors from around the world can
once again flock to the reserve after its long pandemic-related closure. And while student classes from the U.S.
are not able to visit yet (see Foundation Update above), that day is hopefully not far off. Meanwhile, the
important work of the Las Gralarias Foundation continues: protecting the native flora and fauna of the
Ecuadorian Chocó cloud forest and connecting people to nature. Such connections are so important, not only
for our emotional well-being but also if we are to have any hope of protecting this planet and its species for
future generations. We appreciate each and every one of our supporters (and future supporters). Thank you!
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Wisps from the Cloud Forest: Behavior of the Lyre-tailed
Nightjar at Reserva Las Gralarias
By Jane A. Lyons, Vice President

B

efore the new Quito-Coast highway was officially opened, our birding tour group in August 1991 was
able to travel on parts of the new highway and then shift over to the old road on our way back to Quito
after birding the Mindo area. One of many highlights of that long happy day of birding the cloud forest was
the special treat of seeing briefly a male Lyre-tailed Nightjar (LTNJ; Uropsalis lyra) flying along the same
stretch of the traffic-less new highway that we travelled on.
Twenty-one years later at Reserva Las Gralarias in 2012, I saw a male of this spectacular species flying over
and around our kitchen at dusk, flying straight then weaving around in loops with its long tail willowing in the
air. Since then a male has been seen on numerous occasions flying at dusk, perched on our buildings and gates
at dawn, and even in mid-morning in our forest at 2,068 m (6,785 ft) elevation. Even though they are
considered a lekking species based on records at a cave entrance in Venezuela, I have never seen more than
one male at a time, and there are no published photos or videos showing more than one male. Only twice have
I heard two males calling, but they were not close together. So, from observations at RLG since 2012, we
seem to have one female and one male that claim our buildings as their breeding territory.

Male Lyre-tailed Nightjar perched behind the guest house, 26 March 2019
Photo by Joe Ropelewski

The family Caprimulgidae, nighthawks and nightjars, is one of the most widespread yet least studied and
mysterious of all bird families. The number of genera has ranged from 51 genera to now only 15 genera,
indicating the complicated taxonomy of this family (Handbook of Birds of the World (HBW), p. 303). The
ancient origins, physiologies, and behaviors are also only vaguely understood (HBW, pp. 302–31).
Widespread in the Andean cloud forests and occasionally seen by birders, the LTNJ is never studied nor
observed for long. In current literature there is only one published article about the actual nesting activity of
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this species in Ecuador and which describes observations made at a nest during only six nights (Greeney and
Wetherwax 2005). According to HBW, “Nightjars remain among the most poorly known of all birds” (HBW,
p. 314).
The LTNJ is a strong, fast, acrobatic flier. They can jump/fly straight up for 2–3 m (6–9 ft) and land back in
the exact place they started from. They can fly low to the ground and swoop around quickly and use their
camouflage, and the male using his tail, to confuse anyone or anything that tries to see them. I once had a male
fly at me within my reach but could barely even see him as he flew so fast. From my observations, the male
flies much more than the female, seemingly wanting to dazzle, impress, or scare anything in his territory, while
the female often is content to sit totally still and sally forth to nab a flying insect, then return to her previous
perch. Large and active, they are very hard to see well in their dawn and dusk flights. They always look totally
black in the late evening light.

Adult female LTNJ at RLG, 13 August 2019
Photo by Segundo Imba

Nightjars have no real defense mechanisms. Their bills and feet are weak and tiny. Their main defense is
camouflage, hiding, and fast flight for escaping. I have had a brooding female lunge at me from her nest site,
with wings slightly spread and very large pink mouth wide open, growling briefly. It was in fact a bit scary,
almost like a coiled snake striking. Over the years she has become accustomed to me and watches me carefully
with her almost-closed eyes, but mostly just ignores me.
Courtship
Between March and September, mostly at dawn when it is not rainy, we hear a male calling his amazing song
from around our buildings. His song can include up to 12 rollicking notes seemingly given all in just one
breath. The energy involved in his extensive courtship attire, song, and performance is truly impressive and no
doubt so demanding that he cannot be bothered to participate in further nesting chores. So the female alone
rears her one chick.
During much of the year we see a female regularly on her various feeding and perching sites. During the day
the female roosts at 3–4 m height above the ground and nests at about 3 m above the ground, while the male
roosts about 2 m above the ground.
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Female incubating an egg and ignoring me, 12 October 2018
Photo by Jane A. Lyons

When the male is near the female, he will perch low and even on the ground as the female also does. He then
flies in low dazzling whirls and may or may not call. The female responds by jumping straight up and down
and calling a series of popping sounds (reminds me of popcorn popping). The male will then sit next to the
female, and she may or may not fly away. This is often done on the outside wall in front of my kitchen. We
have also observed them on buildings at 3 m height where the male will waggle his tail and even vibrate/flutter
the lower part of his tail seemingly to show off the white portion of the feathers. The whole LTNJ courtship
routine is very much like a male Booted Racket-tail hummingbird trying to dazzle a female perched nearby by
flying back and forth rapidly and showing off his bright white leg puffs and waggling quickly his perfect
racket-tail…. before she flies away.
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Nesting
Our rooftop patio/LTNJ nesting zone: I have observed three nestings on the roof of this one building—the first
nest site on the left and nest sites 2 and 3 on the right, inside the red circles.

The female’s choices of a nest site were
clearly well-planned. Each was located in
a corner of the untreated concrete roof
and adjacent to the low border wall,
protected from above by a small awning
roof and from all sides except from the
front. She was 6 m above all the human
(and dog) activity below her and
protected a bit from the rain above her.
She was well-camouflaged among the
leaves and drying moss.

Nest Site #2 & 3

Nest Site #1

Photo by Jane A. Lyons

Nest site #1

On the morning of 7 October 2018 I noticed from below a female LTNJ sitting on the edge of this roof. It was
odd to see her just sitting there, so I went up to see if something was wrong. Then I noticed the egg on the
floor of the roof near her (below).

Photos by Jane A. Lyons

She incubated the bright, white, slightly oblong egg until it hatched and then fed and protected the chick until
it leapt off the roof as a fledgling on 22 November 2018.
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Left: Female LTNJ brooding her nestling, which is well-hidden under her wing, 5 November 2018
Right: Fledgling on the patio where it landed after leaping off the roof. This is the only known photo of a fledgling LTNJ.
Photos by Jane A. Lyons

On 22 November 2018, 47 days after the egg had been laid, the first fledgling tried to fly but landed on our
patio with two dogs nearby. Fortunately, it was protected by staff there at the time, and I moved it to a
different roof. The female found it that evening, and the fledgling screamed in delight a high-pitched
“wheeeeh wheeee wheeee” as the female tried to coax the fledgling to try to fly again.
By 26 November 2018, the two had flown
back to the original nest site. On 27
November, at approximately one month
old, the fledgling was large with wing
feathers sprouting though the dense down
and some head and chest feathers also
appearing. The chick mimicked the female
perfectly in its pose, and both remained
totally frozen while I watched them.

Photo by Jane A. Lyons

On 2 December 2018 (some 37 days since hatching), the female and fledgling from nest site one had moved to
a different roof for roosting under some shady leaves during the sunny, hot day. The female continued to
physically protect her offspring. It seemed as though their nightly flying practice involved flying from one
roof to another.
In total, the female and young were seen together from egg-laying on 7 October 2018 until 17 January 2019,
i.e., 103 days (3.4 months).
During this time no male LTNJ was seen or heard. It seems pretty clear that the female LTNJ holds a nesting
territory, stays regularly in one spot, and when breeding season begins, the male comes to her territory to
show off his newly molted plumage, lovely song, and regained strength.
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Nest site #2
Our second LTNJ nesting began in October 2019.

Above: Incubating at nest site #2 on 6 October 2019
Left: Fledgling at nest site 2, barely recognizable under
its mother’s plumage on 2 November 2019. It fledged 12
days later.
Photos by Jane A. Lyons

The LTNJ fledglings are similar to fledgling Common Nighthawks in the summer in Austin that are often
found on the ground near flat-roofed buildings. The female LTNJ coaxes her fledgling from their roof-top nest
site to leap/flap as far as possible, and it may end up in some sort of complicated situation, where she stays
nearby and coaxes it to a better hiding place.
The young bird at nest site 2 fledged early on 14 November 2019. I found the adult female perched below the
nest site at 6:30 a.m. where she stayed for almost 3 hours (below, left), apparently watching her fledgling. We
looked to try to find the young fledgling, perhaps in the shrubbery somewhere nearby, but it was not on the
roof nor anywhere we could find. Three more
hours later she was still watching and waiting for
her fledgling, this time at the edge of the road
(below, right). Worried she would get run over, I
encouraged her to fly to the other side of the road.

Above: Female LTNJ on wooden plank of dog pen, 14
November 2019 at 9:06 a.m. Photo by Milton Delgado.
Right: Female LTNJ at edge of road apparently still
watching her nearby fledgling, 14 November 2019.
Photo by Jane A. Lyons.
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From that point we did not see the two birds together again. But the female was seen again on her various
perch sites, including the wall in front of my kitchen and a water heater high on the wall of her nesting
building and even on an electric cable behind the nest site house.

Left: Female LTNJ perched on water heater 30 January 2019
Above: 12 December 2019, female perched on electric cable at 8am

Photos by Jane A. Lyons

Nest site #2, 3rd nesting
The third nesting was at the same nest site #2. On 25 March 2020 a male was quite active, singing loudly,
perched on the roof, fluttering his tail. Three days later the female was on her favorite hot water heater perch.
It was a very rainy season, but by late June 2020 the female was nesting again.
By 26 June 2020, the female was back on the
roof at nest site 2, incubating a third egg laid
since 7 October 2018. Unfortunately, by 9 July
2020 the egg was found broken, with an embryo
that had clearly not developed properly (below).

Photos by Jane A. Lyons
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By 22 August 2020 I heard again the male LTNJ and saw him perched in front of my kitchen. He called
beautifully with long 10–12 note songs 5–6 times without moving. The female was nearby on her normal
perch site and was jumping around a bit as if excited. I did not find any active nest site in 2020. In 2021, the
same happened during much of the summer, much singing and activity of both male and female, but so far no
nest site has been found.
We will keep watching!
References
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Species Note: Northern Migrants on the Move
By Jane A. Lyons, Vice President

O

ur first-of-season migrant was observed on
Wednesday, 6 October 2021 at 10:48 a.m. As we
were checking the fencing along our uppermost site at
Reserva Las Gralarias, we spotted an Upland
Sandpiper walking along the road at
2,280 m elevation (7,480 ft).
Fortunately, it stopped to watch us,
allowing some good binocular views
and photos, and it even called as it
flew farther away. At RLG we have
Migrant Upland
seen only a few individuals of this
Sandpiper
at RLG,
northern migrant species over the
2,280 m elevation
years. These sandpipers are a
grassland species that breeds in the
Photo by Milton
northernmost states of the U.S.
Delgado
including Alaska, and lower Canada,
and then migrates mostly to the
pampas of southern South America
where they may spend up to eight
months before returning north. Our
recent rains and resulting puddles on
the road may have attracted this
individual to stop over en route to its vacation habitat
farther south.
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Species Profile: Golden-bellied Snake
By Roy Averill-Murray

F

or the last 31 years, I have worked almost exclusively on tortoises in the southwestern U.S., but I actually
got my start in herpetology working two summers as an undergraduate technician on a watersnake project
in Texas. I have loved snakes since I was young and was always excited to stumble across one while I was
tracking tortoises, so finding snakes in the tropics is especially exciting. Therefore, I thought I would profile a
snake that Laurie and I found at Reserva Las Gralarias in 2016.
The Golden-bellied Snake (Erythrolamprus albiventris) was actually first found at RLG in June 2010 (Fig. 1;
see The Hum volume 5, issue 2). It is a bright-to-olive green snake with thin black stripes on the posterior end
of its body and tail and a clean white or yellow belly. Juveniles usually have a black band on the neck (Fig. 2).
Adults do not grow particularly large, reaching total lengths <1 m.
Figure 1
Photo by Tim Krynak

Figure 2
Photo by Roy Averill-Murray

Golden-bellied Snakes range along the length of the
western Andes, throughout the Chocoan lowlands, and
in the inter-Andean valley of Quito. They live at
elevations between 4 m near the northwestern coast up
to 3,021 m. The species is commonly found in forested
areas and in areas with a matrix of pastures and
plantations. The juvenile that we found was in a matrix
of African honey grass and forest on RLG’s Guan
Gulch Trail. Golden-bellied Snakes are particularly
abundant near Mindo and along the old Nono-Mindo
road in Pichincha province. They also seem to be
common near aquatic habitats of marshes, swamps,
ponds, and streams. They are even found in gardens of
urban areas like Quito.

Golden-bellied Snakes are active during the day and
are usually found crossing trails and roads. Otherwise, they can be seen
basking in open areas or foraging among leaf litter, grass, and shrubs.
They are nonvenomous, active foragers that eat frogs and lizards. When
inactive they hide under logs, agave plants, rocks, or other surface cover
such as building materials. Golden-bellied Snakes are harmless to
humans, but if disturbed or handled they may flatten their body and
produce a musky odor (they still have nothing on North American
watersnakes in this regard!).

From a conservation standpoint, Golden-Bellied Snakes are not
particularly threatened, given their wide distribution in Ecuador that
includes over a dozen protected areas and their ability to use modified habitats. However, information on
population status and trends is lacking. Continued loss of natural habitat remains a concern, though, so
reserves like RLG are important for the conservation of this and many other species.
References
Arteaga, A. 2020. Golden-bellied Snake (Erythrolamprus albiventris). In Arteaga, A., L. Bustamante, J.
Vieira, and J.M. Guayasamin (eds.), Reptiles of Ecuador: Life in the Middle of the World. Available from
www.tropicalherping.com. DOI: 10.47051/LLLF9348.
Ramírez-Jaramillo, S. 2015. Observaciones sobre la historia natural de Erythrolamprus epinephelus
albiventris en el valle de quito, Ecuador. Avances en Ciencias e Ingenierías 7:5–7.

11

The Hum…

¡Muchas Gracias!
By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Recognizing donations made since the last issue of The Hum… (mid-April 2021 through October 2021). All
donations were allocated to a fund to purchase land in the Buy-An-Acre campaign unless otherwise specified.

Benefactors:
Roy and Laurie Averill-Murray – with recurring monthly donations
Ted and Cindy Cordery – with recurring monthly donations
William and Jayne Fiero – with recurring monthly donations
Scott and Joan Holt – for land purchase or emergency needs at the reserve due to Covid
Jane Poss – to help pay for staff salaries during Covid

Special Supporters:
Francie Bolter
Sarah Orchard – with recurring monthly donations

Contributing Friend:
John Dickenson and Nancy Wilson
Jon and Anne King – with recurring monthly
donations
Michael and Jo Ann Hamm
David Harvey – with recurring monthly
donations
Richard Lehtinen – with recurring monthly
donations

Memberships & Supporters:
Peter and Jean Solana

Looking Ahead...
The Las Gralarias Foundation is working hard to
purchase more land in the Ecuadorian cloud forest
and to re-forest the agricultural land that we
purchase with native trees and other plants.
Throughout the pandemic, the staff has been
working hard at the reserve growing and planting
native trees and restoring habitat.
In this coming season of giving, we would like to
encourage all who can to make a donation to help
us continue this vital work. Would you like to
make a donation to honor a friend or family
member? If you let us know their name and email, we will send them a note to let them know
you made a gift in their honor.
We want to thank all of you who have been able
to contribute to our conservation goal. Without
you, none of this would be possible!

October 2021 sunset at RLG lower elevation
Photo by Milton Delgado
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. With the help of our supporters, we have purchased
over 1,300 acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland,
provided meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation-oriented
field research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local
schools. We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ PHILANTHROPISTS:
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $5000 or more

Donors of $1000–$4999

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500–$999

_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100–$499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
To support the work of the Las
Gralarias Foundation, please
make check out to

This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:

‘Las Gralarias Foundation’
and send with information from
this form to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
P.O. Box 372
28475 Lorain Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070
Or click to contribute via
PayPal:

Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Mailing Address:
Email address:
Todays Date: _____________

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via
email. Donations are tax
deductible in the USA!

** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants, own a
business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, or would like to
donate stock, please contact Tim Krynak at tkrynak85@gmail.com for
more information.
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare and endemic birds, plants and other animals,
as well as to support reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.
LAS GRALARIAS
FOUNDATION INC.
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