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I

have been reminiscing and looking at some old photos from Ecuador during
my early visits and WOW…what has changed and been accomplished!

I would like to thank everyone
who has made it possible for the
Las Gralarias Foundation to be
able to protect some of the most
biodiverse forests in the world.
All of you who have supported
land protection, biological
research, and education
throughout these years and
continue to support the operation
of Reserva Las Gralarias have
made this possible!
I am often asked how I became
involved in Ecuador, and I always
tell the story of seeing a Blackburnian Warbler (see photo at left) in Ecuador
in late April and knowing they pass through Ohio in May. From that time on,
for me the two hemispheres were connected and I knew I wanted to contribute
to conservation on a more global scale. Now, twenty-two years later the work
continues and each spring and fall I am reminded of the amazing migration of
birds.

To Donate Now
Please scroll to

Page 8
To Visit our
Donation Page

Thank You!

With new technology, anyone can explore the MOTUS network (https://
motus.org/about/ ) and track some of these amazing journeys as they pass
through North America and possibly your hometown. While at this time only
two Blackburnians have been tagged in Colombia, many others species
continue to be tagged and tracked on their amazing journeys. Most of these
neotropical migrants that visit meadows, wetlands, forests, and even suburban
backyards in both hemispheres rely on continuing land protection and
management for their existence. With many bird populations in peril, it is
critically important we protect critical habitats along these migration routes.
Reflecting on some of the initial researchers to visit RLG, Dr. Jeff Miller, one
of our founding board members, would take the first look at moths and
butterflies at the reserve. Because of the rain and fog butterflies were scarce,
1

The Hum...

so with lights, sheets, and a sense of adventure, moths were the main subjects. Jeff would return for many
years and document an amazing diversity of lepidoptera totaling of over 400 species.
In 2005 our focus shifted to amphibians due to another
founding board member Kathy Krynak (at right with
Tim), visiting RLG for the first time. During this visit the
exploration of the cold and slimy began with more
questions than answers. Reaching out to experts in the
Ecuador amphibians’ community helped us on our way
to multiple discoveries. Research projects continue with
students as well as seasoned veterans.
Over the years funds raised by LGF has allowed several
additional parcels to be added, protected and restored,
including some of the headwaters of the Rio Santa Rosa
where many critically endangered amphibians
populations are, and new species yet to be described
have been discovered. More importantly, the native
forest is returning where cattle pastures used to reign.
Now bears, monkeys, snakes, lizards and birds are as
commonly seen as hummingbirds and bats that visit the
feeders.
More recently in late October 2022, the board of the Las
Gralarias Foundation held their annual meeting in
Austin, Texas, hosted by founding board member Nancy
Charbeneau. We continued the official business the
following day with a gathering of bird enthusiasts and
conservationists hosted by Paul and Georgean Kyle at
the Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary (https://
travisaudubon.org/sanctuaries/chaetura-canyon). We
can’t thank the Kyles enough for their awesome donation of time, the tour, their home, and the food. Overall,
it was a very inspiring experience that gave us time to reflect on all the great work being accomplished in both
hemispheres by dedicated individuals. During this weekend we had time to review our success and plan for
the future. We discussed the creation of a future endowment, ensuring the continued support of Reserva Las
Gralarias well into the future. There is still more land to protect along
the Santa Rosa and Lucy’s Creek, and we plan to continue supporting
education through scholarships, research within the reserve, and the
daily operations of RLG as needed, now over 1500 acres!
Onward, as Jane would say. Moving forward we continue to look for
dedicated conservationists who may be interested in volunteering for
LGF and our mission. If you may be interested in a more active role,
please send me a message at tkrynak85@gmail.com.
I will never be able to say thank you enough to all the volunteers of
LGF including the board and all the others that create and distribute
newsletters, update the website, and everyone that shares our mission.
Conservation is a team effort and what a great team we have in this
endeavor!
Thank you!
Tim Krynak
All photos by Tim Krynak
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Newsletter Notes
By Nancy Charbeneau, Past Newsletter Editor

I

hope you enjoy this very different fall issue of The Hum. The next article ‘Transitions’ will in part explain
why this newsletter is different and Roy and Laurie are not editing this issue. Also, in Tim’s article he
mentions our very recent board meeting in Texas prompted by our hard working Vice President, Jane Lyons,
taking a much delayed (3 years!) break from RLG to visit her family in the Austin area. This meant very little
time for writing articles and collecting photos. On a sad note, we did just lose one of our founding board
members, Bob Barth, and have included an article about his amazing life.
But the main focus of this issue is to thank each of you for your continuing support of the work and
conservation mission of the Las Gralarias Foundation!
Thank YOU and Happy Holidays!.

Transitions
Transitions

By Nancy
Nancy Charbeneau,
Charbeneau and
Laurie
Averill-Murray
By
Roy Roy
and &Laurie
Averill-Murray
At the end of September our LGF newsletter editors, Roy and Laurie Averill-Murray, both retired from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) after many years of service. They both began their careers at the
Arizona Game and Fish Department, then continued their careers at the Fish and Wildlife Service office in
Reno, Nevada, starting in 2005.
While with the USFWS, Roy
worked with partners to implement
recovery actions across the range
of the Mojave desert tortoise in
California, Nevada, Utah, and
Arizona. His favorite part of the
job was facilitating the application
of research and monitoring results
to on-the-ground conservation of
desert tortoises. Roy published
over 30 papers and book chapters,
primarily on applied conservation
projects on Mojave and Sonoran
desert tortoises.
At USFWS, Laurie’s work focused
on evaluating effects of large water
diversion projects—including
those for municipal, mining, and
agricultural purposes—on aquatic
species and their habitats. In this
position she developed an interest
in the ecology and conservation of
groundwater-dependent ecosystems and the flora and fauna that live there. Laurie worked with many partners
to develop wetland and spring conservation plans to support aquatic species and worked closely with the
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe among others to protect Tribal trust resources.
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In July and August of 2016, Roy and Laurie
took a 6-week sabbatical at RLG to monitor
trail cameras, conduct frog surveys, and
survey for reptiles. They wrote and published
a paper based on this survey in
Herpetological Review on the activity and
habitat of Pholidobolus vertebralis (Cloudy
Sticklizard or Rainbow Langelot). Roy wrote
about their experience in the Spring/Summer
2018 Hum.
Roy and Laurie are in the process of moving
to Ecuador and hope to explore this
country’s rich biodiversity and assist on
projects as they come along, including doing
some volunteer work and survey work at
RLG!

We wish them the best in their future endeavors and look
forward to hearing about their adventures in future Hums!
All photos courtesy of Roy and Laurie Averill-Murray

In Remembrance of Bob Barth
By Jane A. Lyons, Vice President

In 2005 Robert H. Barth became a founding member of the board of directors of the Las Gralarias Foundation,
Inc. He died on September 26, 2022, and will be deeply missed and fondly remembered by hundreds of
students, friends, colleagues, family and especially by his life-partner, Noreen Damude.
Bob was, above all, a scientist. He was also a serious conservationist. For decades he was a well-known and
very popular professor of Zoology (Entomology and Ornithology) at the University of Texas in Austin. In
2018 he remarked to me that his greatest honor was that the year before one of his students had received a
Nobel Prize*. Bob was invited to the Nobel Prize event. Very few people in the world can say that!
*“The remarkable similarity between the fruit fly and humans was also revealed by the work of
the 2017 Nobel Laureates in Physiology or Medicine. Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael
W. Young used Drosophila to uncover molecular mechanisms controlling the circadian rhythm. Their
discoveries explain how living organisms synchronize their biological rhythm with the turning of the
Earth.” With a little help from our (insect) friends - NobelPrize.org
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Bob was an expert entomologist with numerous publications including the landmark book The Invertebrate
World, 1982.
Bob was also an expert botanist and co-founder of the Austin Cactus and Succulent Society that helped
establish drought-resilient gardens and landscapes throughout central Texas
I met Bob in the early 1980s when we both helped with documenting county-wide bird records in Austin,
Texas. He served on the local Audubon board of directors and expended much energy over many years to help
purchase more land for the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler.

I took Bob’s ornithology course at UT and, along with other Austin-area birders, we began to offer birding
tours to see neotropical species beyond the US borders. From the mid -1980s until the early 1990s we co-led
many birding tours and field trips throughout Mexico, Central America, and northern South America. Bob
knew the birds and I could speak Spanish and arrange the tour logistics. We co -led two tours to Ecuador – and
that is when I decided to eventually move to and live in the beautiful bird-rich country of Ecuador.
Bob was also my PhD supervising professor assisting in all aspects of my work, even managing to acquire
antthrush specimens from the vertebrate collections of his alma mater Harvard University and successfully
sending them to my field site in Venezuela.

Bob and Noreen visited Reserva Las Gralarias in 2004, and we all birded much of the Mindo area that we had
first seen in 1991. His years of retirement were spent primarily among his friends and colleagues while
tending his extensive and famous succulent and cactus gardens in Austin.
We will miss Bob Barth, his knowledge, his dedication and his wry sense of humor.

Photo courtesy of Jane A. Lyons
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Giving Thanks

By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership
In this season of giving thanks, the Las Gralarias Foundation wants to thank all of you for the generous support
you give us every year to expand the reserve, restore damaged land, and protect the Santa Rosa watershed. We
would never have been able to take on this Herculean task without your help.
In the midst of these last few tumultuous years of a global pandemic, the ensuing supply chain and economic
problems, a tornado that ran through the reserve and more, the cloud forest plants and animals of the reserve
itself continued to thrive. Our work of restoring and protecting the biodiversity of the reserve has continued,
even in the face of all of this.
This system of rivers, creeks and drainages and the surrounding cloud forest
are where numerous rare frogs live, including our own Las Gralarias Glassfrog
and Las Gralarias Rain Frog, known to inhabit only two creeks on the reserve.
This is also where the rare Hoary Puffleg hummingbird nests, Plate-billed
Mountain-Toucans and Golden-headed Quetzals oversee the cloud forests, and
Spectacled Bear roam. Many species of beautiful orchids bloom and Monkey
Pot trees are being carefully regenerated in the forest. Three species of
Tapaculos and five species of Antpittas secret themselves on the forest
floors. Northern migratory bird species return year after year to overwinter in
our cloud forests.
Creating Reserva Las Gralarias to restore and protect the Santa Rosa watershed
is a long term project that has required patience and perseverance, but our
results are obvious in spite of what both nature and people send its way. The
reserve has grown from 7.5 hectares (18.75 acres) to nearly 600 hectares (1,500
acres)! This is a sizable victory for cloud forest protection in the Mindo region,
now under pressure from large scale agribusiness development. Without your
support over the years none of this would have been possible.
We know that there are many worthy causes to donate to this season, but if you
are able to make a donation to LGF, we want you to know we have been, and
still are working hard to protect and restore this critical area of Andean Cloud Forest as part of Reserva Las
Gralarias. And remember, 100% of your donation goes to support our goals!
There are a few easy ways to donate:
Send a check (address in lower left box on page 8 of this newsletter)
Donate through PayPal (link in same box on page 8)
OR you can also:
Donate stock
Send a donation via wire transfer
Donate part of your estate, any goods (like an old car) or services
For these types of donations, contact either Tim Krynak, our foundation
President, at tkrynak85@gmail.com or Jane Lyons, Vice President, at
jalyons593@gmail.com for more information.
The Las Gralarias Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit organization in the USA supporting conservation and
habitat protection in the Mindo region of Ecuador. Your donations are completely tax-deductible in the USA.
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¡Muchas Gracias!

By Mary Ann Beauchemin, Membership

A special THANK YOU to all of our supporters!
Recognizing donations made since the last issue of The Hum… (mid-April through November
4, 2022) Note: All donations made were allocated to a fund to purchase land unless otherwise specified.
Philanthropists:
Scott & Joan Holt
Duane and Jeanne Kurapka
Benefactors:
Roy & Laurie Averill-Murray – with recurring monthly donations!
Ted & Cindy Cordery – with recurring monthly donations!
William & Jayne Fiero – with recurring monthly donations!
Special Supporters:
Robin Whitaker Doughty – for land acquisition.
Sarah Orchard – with recurring monthly donations!
Contributing Friends:
Terry & Joanne Gorges
Michael & Jo Ann Hamm
David Harvey – with recurring monthly donations!
Athene Karis
Anne & Jon King – with recurring monthly donations!
Richard Lehtinen – with recurring monthly donations!
Joe & Beth Volk
Memberships & Supporters:
Francie Bolter
Melissa Easley
Sharon Sherman – in honor of Michele Bloom
Volunteers:
Nancy Charbeneau, Roy and Laurie Averill-Murray - Production team on this newsletter
Francie Bolter (USA) – Webmaster & editor of the Chirp
The Las Gralarias Foundation Board of Directors – for all the time they volunteer to do the
work of the foundation.
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Join the flock! Become a Las Gralarias Foundation Member!
100% of your membership and donations go to support Las Gralarias Foundation
programs including habitat acquisition, restoration and management, environmental
education, and field research. With the help of our supporters, we have purchased
over 1,300 acres of Andean cloud forest. We have turned pastures into woodland,
provided meaningful employment to local people, sponsored conservation-oriented
field research, provided environmental education supplies and programs to local
schools. We can do even more with your help!
LGF Inc. is a 501©(3) organization

Please visit our website at: www.lasgralariasfoundation.org

Donation Categories
Please indicate the amount of your contribution in the line provided
SPECIFIC PROJECT DESIGNATION: Donations may be directed to a
specific project by circling one of the following:
Habitat Purchase

Field Research

_______ PHILANTHROPISTS:
_______ BENEFACTORS:

Environmental Education

Donors of $5000 or more

Donors of $1000–$4999

_____ SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Donors of $500–$999
_____ CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS: Donors of $100–$499
_____ BASIC MEMBERSHIP: $25 individual/$50 family/year
_____ TOTAL DONATION
To support the work of the Las
Gralarias Foundation, please
make check out to

This Donation is a special gift (circle one): In Honor of

In Memory of

Name:

‘Las Gralarias Foundation’
and send with information from
this form to:
Las Gralarias Foundation
P.O. Box 372
28475 Lorain Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 4407
Or click to contribute via
PayPal:

Membership information (Please print)
Name(s):
Mailing Address:
Email address:
Todays Date: _____________

You will receive a confirmation
receipt and thank-you via
email. Donations are tax deductible in the USA!

** If you are an employee of a business that offers matching grants, own a
business and would like to become a corporate sponsor, or would like to
donate stock, please contact Tim Krynak at tkrynak85@gmail.com for
more information.
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The goal of Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. is to raise funds for projects
and programs of Reserva Las Gralarias, located in the parish of Mindo,
Ecuador, including the purchase of adjacent and nearby lands that will
enhance protection for rare and endemic birds, plants and other animals,
as well as to support reserve management, reforestation efforts, biological
research, environmental education projects, scholarships, and appropriate
tourism programs.

www. lasgralariasfoundation.org

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc. Board
President: Tim Krynak, MS (Ohio)*
Vice President: Jane Lyons, Ph.D. (Ecuador)*
Secretary: Katherine Krynak, Ph.D. (Ohio)*
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Treasurer: Jo Ann Kubicki (Ohio)*
Membership: Mary Ann Beauchemin, MS (Texas)
Bob Barth, Ph.D. (D) (Texas)*

Nancy Charbeneau, MLA (Texas)*
Noreen Damude, MSc (Texas)*
Jeffrey Miller, Ph.D. (Oregon)*

Las Gralarias Foundation Inc.
Newsletter

Shamus Terry, MA (Wisconsin )*
Edward Krynak, Ph.D. (Nevada)
* Indicates a founding board member
Newsletter: Roy, MS, and Annalaura, MS, AverillMurray (Nevada)
Communication Coordinator: Francie Bolter, Ed.D.
(Arkansas)
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